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U.S. Drought Monitor

Author:
Richard Tinker
CPC/NOAA/NWS/NCEP
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January 19, 2021
(Released Thursday, Jan. 21, 2021)
Valid 7 a.m. EST

¥ Drought Impact Types:
r~’ Delineates dominant impacts

S = Short-Term, typically less than
6 months (e.g. agriculture, grasslands)

L = Long-Term, typically greater than
6 months (e.g. hydrology, ecology)

Intensity:

None

DO Abnormally Dry

D1 Moderate Drought
D2 Severe Drought

D3 Extreme Drought
D4 Exceptional Drought

BREOO0

The Drought Monitor focuses on broad-scale conditions.
Local conditions may vary. For more information on the
Drought Monitor, go to https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/About.aspx
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U.S. Drought Monitor

January 21, 2020

(Released Thursday, Jan. 23, 2020)

Valid 7 am. EST We st

U.S. Drought Monitor

June 2, 2020

(Released Thursday, Jun. 4, 2020)

Valid 8 a.m. EDT

Intensity: Intensity:
I:l None l:l None

I:l DO Abnormally Dry
I:l D1 Moderate Drought
I:l D2 Severe Drought
- D3 Extreme Drought

- D4 Exceptional Drought
The Drought Monitor focuses on broad-scale
conditions. Local conditiorns may vary. For more

information on the Drought Monitor, go fo
htfps/droughtmonitor.unl.edu/About.aspx

Author:

l:l DO Abnormally Dry
I:l D1 Moderate Drought
l:l D2 Severe Drought
- D3 Extreme Drought
- D4 Exceptional Drought

The Drought Manitor focuses on broad-scale
conditions. Local conditions may vary. For more
infermation on the Drought Monitor, go fo
https:/droughimonitor.unl edu/About aspx

Author:
g, Richard Heim - Curtis Riganti
i NCEI/NOAA oy National Drought Mitigation Center
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U.S. Drought Monitor

October 27, 2020

(Released Thursday, Oct. 29, 2020)

Valid 8 a.m. EDT We st

U.S. Drought Monitor

January 19, 2021

(Released Thursday, Jan. 21, 2021)

Valid 7 a.m. EST
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l:l DO Abnormally Dry
I:l D1 Moderate Drought
l:l D2 Severe Drought
- D3 Extreme Drought
- D4 Exceptional Drought

l:l D1 Moderate Drought
l:l D2 Severe Drought
- D3 Extreme Drought
Il o exceptional Drought

The Drought Manitor focuses on broad-scale

conditions. Local condifions may vary. For mere
information on the Drought Monitor, go fo
httos:Adroug htmonitor.unl.edu/About. aspx

Author:

David Miskus
NOAANWS/NCEP/CPC
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The Drought Manitor focuses on broad-scale
conditions. Local conditions may vary. For more
infermation on the Drought Monitor, go fo
https:/droughimonitor.unl edu/About aspx

Author:

Richard Tinker
CPC/NOAA/NWS/NCEP
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Precipitation — last 12 months

Southwest - Precipitation
January-December 2020 Percentile
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WestWide Drought Tracker - U ldaho/WRCC Data Source - PRISM (Prelim), created 5 JAN 2021
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Temperature — last 12 months

outhwest - Mean Temperature
January-December 2020 Percentile
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Precipitation — last 3 months
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Temperature — last 3 months

Southwest - Mean Temperature
October-December 2020 Percentile
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Growing Degree Days (40°F) Anomaly (°F), Since Oct 1st
2020/10/01 - 2021/01/23
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Season Climate Summa
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2020-2021 Cool Season Clima

te Summary
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Displaying Last 90-Day Observed Precipitation
Valid on: January 27, 2021 12:00 UTC
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Displaying Last 90-Day Percent of Normal Precipitation
Valid on: January 27, 2021 12:00 UTC
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Recent cool and wet conditions are helping
improve short-term drought conditions
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Weather and Seasonal
Climate Outlooks
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Week 3-4

Forecasts
(valid Feb 6-19)
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La Nina pattern, but
less confidence in
below-average precip
across SW
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La Nina pattern expected to wind down quickly this spring

Mid-January 2021 IRI/CPC Model-Based Probabilistic ENSO Forecasts

ENSO state based on NINO3.4 SST Anomaly
Neutral ENSO: -0.5 °C to 0.5 °C

W la Nifa Forecast Probability
Neutral Forecast Probability

Neutral likely by April-May-June i Gy
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https://iri.columbia.edu/our-expertise/climate/forecasts/enso/current
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Feb-Mar-April
N Climate
N Outlook
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Seasonal outlook is still

relying heavily on La Nifa
pattern continuing through
spring
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COLORADO BASIN RIVER FORECAST CENTER

HOME RIVERS SNOW WATER SUPPLY RESERVOIRS WEATHER CLIMATE HELP ABOUT NEWS
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Western Water Assessment December
2020 Briefing

“January 1st snow-water equivalent was
below normal for much of the region,
especially in Utah. As a result, early
season forecasts of spring runoff volume
are below normal to much-below normal
for the entire region except northern
Wyoming. The seasonal runoff forecast
for the Lake Powell inflow is only 53% of

39
norma I . (https://lwwa.colorado.edu/climate/info-dashboard.html#flowcast)
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Closing Points

« La Nina conditions have largely controlled the weather
pattern across the SW since November

 Warm and relatively dry conditions have persisted over
the past couple of months

* Low relative humidity has also led to strong diurnal
temperature variations and cool overnight temps in low
lying areas

* Recent precipitation will be helpful for short-term drought
conditions, but won't erase long-term deficits

* Recent wet conditions probably won't continue with
above-average temps and below-average precip
expected for much of the rest of the spring (especially
into March and April)
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