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AZ Alfalfa Acres & Price, 90-18 
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Contact Russ at tronstad@ag.arizona.edu for 
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Ratio of Upland to Alfalfa Revenues 
Per Acre, Pinal County Ylds. (1970-2017) 

Contact Russ at tronstad@ag.arizona.edu for 
specifics on compilation of data. 



Ratio of Upland / Alfalfa Yields, lbs. 
Per Acre, Pinal County Ylds. (1970-2017) 

 

Contact Russ at tronstad@ag.arizona.edu for 
specifics on compilation of data. 



Prices (Real, 2018 $) for AZ Upland 
and Alfalfa, 1970 - 2017 
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Contact Russ at tronstad@ag.arizona.edu for 
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Alfalfa Exports by Country 
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Alfalfa Exports by Country 
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Contact Russ at tronstad@ag.arizona.edu for 
specifics on compilation of data. 
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year/mo. Alfalfa Grass 
2017 $ 269.3 $ 285.8 
2018 $ 278.8 $ 297.0 

2019.01 $ 282.7 $ 303.5 
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+ $5.3/ton grass  
     in last 15 years 

trend increase / year  



Alfalfa Exports by Country 
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-25% 

-4.5% 

Impact of Exports on AZ 
Farm Alfalfa prices (2015) 

Exports to China:  +$17/ton 
All Alfalfa Exports:  +$33/ton 



2017’s Increase in Value of 
Alfalfa Produced from Exports 

 
 

Value to AZ 
(million $s) 

Value to 7 
Western 
States 

(million $s) 
Alfalfa Exports 
to China:  2017 

$ 39.3 
($138/acre) 

$ 309.2  

All Alfalfa 
Exports: 2017 

$ 76.2 
($267/acre) 

$600.3 





  4.7% 
alfalfa 

  5.7% 
oth hay 



Exports % of Production for 7 
Western States and U.S. 
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Farm Bill Titles and Outlays 

2018 Farm Bill (2019-23)  

7% 
8% 

7% 

76% 

Total Outlays:  428 B (-12.5% from 2014 Farm Act) 



FSA Benefits under DMC, BBA-
MPP, and Original MPP 



Farm Bill & Crop Insurance 



Whole Farm Revenue Protection 

• Alfalfa large part of revenue? 

• Never been a claim on APH 
forage in AZ.  

• Premium price (dairy) or even 
organic with WFRP? 



Whole Farm Revenue Protection 
•  lower of projected revenue or 

schedule F 5-yr. avg. (3-yr for BFs) 
•  trends considered (+10% of avg.) 
•  inventory adjustments  
•  $8.5 million maximum liability amt. 
•  attractive producer premiums 
•  considers other MPCI products 



Coverage Level 
(% of exp. rev.) 50 55 60 65 70 75 80 85 

Basic 1 
Commodity 67% 64% 64% 59% 59% 55% 

2 Commodity 
Count 80% 80% 80% 80% 80% 80% 

3 Plus 
Commodity Count 80% 80% 80% 80% 80% 80% 71% 56% 

Subsidy Portion of Total Premium 

•  lower coverage levels for 1 or 2 crop based revenue. 
•  3 commodities maximize 85% coverage level  

Coverage Level       Premium Subsidy (%)  



Whole Farm Revenue Program 

select year, program, 
state, and county 

www.rma.usda.gov  -- cost estimator, detailed estimate 



Whole Farm Revenue Program 

$100,000/yr. 
average 
revenue 

Three enterprises 
50% alfalfa 
30% cotton 
20% wheat 

$100,000/yr. 
average 
revenue 



2019: 50% Whole Farm Revenue 

50%:  $50,000 dollars in coverage, the 
producer pays $250. The subsidy is 84% 
($1,120.90 including A&O) of the 
premium in this example. 



2019: 75% Whole Farm Revenue 

75%:  $75,000 dollars in coverage, the 
producer pays $810. However the 
subsidy is $3,974 or 84% (including 
A&O) of the premium in this example. 



2019: 80% Whole Farm Revenue 

80%:  $80,000 dollars in coverage, the 
producer pays $1,422. However the 
subsidy is $4,459 or 76% (including 
A&O) of the premium in this example. 



2019: 85% Whole Farm Revenue 

85%:  $85,000 dollars in coverage, the 
producer pays $2,723. The subsidy is 
$4,767 or 64% (including A&O) of the 
premium in this example. 



Coverage Level 
(% of exp. rev.) 50 55 60 65 70 75 80 85 

Basic 1 
Commodity 67% 64% 64% 59% 59% 55% 

2 Commodity 
Count 80% 80% 80% 80% 80% 80% 

3 Plus 
Commodity Count 80% 80% 80% 80% 80% 80% 71% 56% 

Coverage Level       Premium Subsidy (%)  
Subsidy Portion of Total Premium 

•  lower coverage levels for 1 or 2 crop based revenue. 
•  3 commodities maximize 85% coverage level  



Important Dates/Items 
•  2/28/19 Sales Closing Date 
•  7/15/18 Acreage Reporting Date 
•  Reinsurance program 
•  Contact Insurance Agents 

through website (https://
www.rma.usda.gov/tools/
agent.html) 



Livestock Marketing Information Center 
Data Source: USDA-NASS 

2/13/19
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2018 ALL HAY ACRES 
(1000 Acres) 

Livestock Marketing Information Center 
Data Source: USDA-NASS 

2/13/19
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PERCENT CHANGE ALFALFA HAY ACRES 
(2016-2017) 

Livestock Marketing Information Center 
Data Source: USDA-NASS 

10/18/17
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% Change in Alfalfa Acres 
(2017-2018) 

Livestock Marketing Information Center 
Data Source: USDA-NASS 

2/13/19
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PERCENT CHANGE ALFALFA HAY PRODUCTION 
(2017-2018) 

Livestock Marketing Information Center 
Data Source: USDA-NASS 

2/13/19
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2018 NEW SEEDINGS ACRES 
(1000 Acres) 

Livestock Marketing Information Center 
Data Source: USDA-NASS 

2/13/19
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PERCENT CHANGE NEW SEEDINGS ACRES 
(2017-2018) 

Livestock Marketing Information Center 
Data Source: USDA-NASS 

2/13/19
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CA Crop Acres; Hay, Nuts, & Grapes 
 Year  

 CA  
Alfalfa  

 CA Other 
Hay  

 CA 
Almonds  

 CA 
Pistachios  

 CA  
Grapes  

2002  1,160,000   590,000  625,580 91,999 818,737 
2003  1,090,000   530,000  
2004  1,050,000   550,000  
2005  1,040,000   580,000  
2006  1,100,000   580,000  
2007  990,000   580,000   640,000   115,000   789,000  
2008  1,030,000   580,000   710,000   118,000   795,000  
2009  1,000,000   540,000   750,000   126,000   810,000  
2010  930,000   550,000   770,000   137,000   835,000  
2011  880,000   530,000   800,000   153,000   845,000  
2012  900,000   600,000   820,000   182,000   855,000  
2013  830,000   540,000   850,000   203,000   875,000  
2014  825,000   520,000   870,000   221,000   865,000  
2015  790,000   400,000   920,000   233,000   856,000  
2016  720,000   500,000   940,000   239,000   841,000  
2017  660,000   440,000  



Year  AZ Alfalfa  
 AZ Other 

Hay  
AZ 

Pecans 
AZ 

Pistachios 
AZ 

Grapes 
2002  230,000   45,000  16,226 2,335 2,563 
2003  235,000   40,000  
2004  240,000   35,000  
2005  260,000   40,000  
2006  250,000   45,000  
2007  255,000   40,000  11,950 1,479 229 
2008  260,000   35,000   250 
2009  280,000   30,000     

2010  280,000   40,000  
2011  250,000   35,000  
2012  250,000   45,000  13,725 3,232 601 
2013  250,000   35,000   12,000  2,100  
2014  260,000   40,000  
2015  300,000   35,000      

2016  280,000   35,000   14,000 

2017  275,000   40,000  

AZ Crop Acres; Hay, Nuts, & Grapes 



PERCENT CHANGE ALL HAY ACRES 
(2017-2018) 

Livestock Marketing Information Center 
Data Source: USDA-NASS 

2/13/19

US Total 0.1%
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2018 DECEMBER 1 HAY STOCKS 
(1000 Tons) 

Livestock Marketing Information Center 
Data Source: USDA-NASS 

2/13/19

US Total 79055
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12/1/18 Hay Stocks (1,000 tons) 



PERCENT CHANGE DECEMBER 1 HAY STOCKS 
(2017-2018) 

Livestock Marketing Information Center 
Data Source: USDA-NASS 

US Total -6%

2/13/19
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Concluding Comments 
•  water levels on Lake Mead – policy 

or inflows to Lake Powell below 
normal ... 

•  WFRP:  price & production risks  
•  subsidy rates for WFRP are the 

most generous of all policies 
•  WFRP also considers other MPCI 

products 


