
The Art of Gardening Plant List
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Plant # Type Common Name Botanical Name Water Sun Hardiness Height Width Blm Color Bloom Time Comments

A1 A Calendula Calendula officinalis Mod A 2 2 2 ylw spr-fall Can be perennial in TUS

A2 A Ti Plant Cordyline fruticosa hybrid Mod A 3 13 3 wht spr-summ Palm-like foliage plant with long narrow burgundy leaves. 
Perennial in mild winters TUS

A3 A Flax, Blue Linum lewisii Low-M A,B 1 1 1 blu spr

A4 A Flax, Red Linum rubrum Low-M A,B 1 1 1 red spr

A5 A Sweet Alyssum 'Royal Carpet Lobularia maritima Mod A 1 0.5 3 prp spr-summ Spreading mat.

A6 A Tobacco, Desert Nicotiana obtusifolia Low A-B 1 2 1 wht spr-fall

A7 A Nasturium Tropaeolum majus Mod B 3 10 3 orng spr-fall Nasturtium flower buds are sometimes pickled

A8 A Vinca - Periwinkle Vinca minor 'Catharanthus 
roseus'

Low B,C 2 1 3 multi spr Flowers pink, red, purple, white. May re-seed & return for 2-3 
years.

B1 B Lily of the Nile Agapanthus praecox /orientalis 
'Atiblu'

Low A,B 2 3 3 blu spr-summ

B2 B Shamrock, Purple Oxalis triangularis Mod B 0.5 1 prp spr-fall Foliage plant semi-dormant in freezing temps

B3 B Lilly, Calla Zantedaschia sp Mod B,C 2 3 1 wht spr

C1 C Cactus, Saguaro Carnegiea gigantea V. Low A-B 1 20 1 wht spr

C2 C Cactus, Barrel, Golden Echinocactus grusonii V. Low B-A 1 3 2 ylw summ The most distinctive of barrel cacti with yellow spines & 
radiant flowers embedded in the wooly stem apex.

C3 C Cactus, Barrel Cactus Echinocactus pilosus V. Low A-B 1 2 4 orng summ

C4 C Cactus, Arizona Rainbow Echinocereus pectinatus V. Low B 1 0.5 0.2 pnk summ Limestone hills. Commonly single, but can cluster. Fruit looks 
like gooseberry, and is high in sugar.

C5 C Cactus, Pink Easter Lily Echinopsis (trichocereus) hyb. 
'Easter Lily'

B 1 0.5 0.5 pnk spr Fast-growing columnar cactus w/ lg. showy funnel-shaped pink 
flowers open a single day.

C6 C Cactus, Orchid Epiphyllum 'Orchid cactus' V. Low B 2 3 2 wht spr-summ

C7 C Cactus, Ferocactus Ferocactus alamosanus Low A 1 1 1 ylw spr-summ

C8 C Cactus, Fence Post, Mexican Lemaireocereus marginatus V. Low A 2 18 0.8 Mexico

C9 C Cactus, Prickly Pear Opuntia sp. V. Low A 1 5 8 ylw spr very mean

C10 C Cactus, Prickly Pear, Red Opuntia v. V. Low A 2 5 5 ylw spr

C11 C Cactus, Prickly Pear, Baby 
Rita/Purple

Opuntia violacea 'Baby Rita' V. Low A 2 0.5 1.5 pnk summ

C12 C Cactus, Old Man Oreocereus pseudofossulatus V.Low A-B 1 12 2 pnk spr

C13 C Cactus, Mexican Fence Post Pachycereus marginatus V. Low A 2 20 0.4 red wntr-spr

C14 C Cactus, Golden Ball Parodia leninghausii Low C 2 3 0.5 ylw summ

C15 C Cactus, Cereus, Night-Blooming; 
Queen of the Night

Peniocereus johnstonii Low A-B 1 3 0.5 wht spr-summ

C16 C Cactus, Pine Cone Tephrocactus articulatus Low A-B 2 2.6 1 wht spr Flowering is rare

G1 G Grass, Threeawn, Single Aristida schiedeana Low A 1 2 0.5 grn spr-summ
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G2 G Grass, Buffalo Bouteloua dactyloides x3 Low A 1 0.5 0.5 grn Summ Soft, gray-green, perennial turf grass which grows 3-12 inches 
if left unmowed and spreads by rhizomes.

G3 G Grass, Arizona Cottontop Digitaria californica Low A-B 1 3 2 crm summ Reseeds; Desert Tortoise plant. Tucson Mtn. 1000-6000 ft.

G4 G Grass, Mexican Feather Nassella tenuissima L-Mod B 2 2 2 wht summ-fall Formerly Stippa tenuissima. Will not live through winter below 
20 degrees

G5 G Grass, Mexican Feather Stippa tenuissima Low A 1 2 1 ylw spr

H1 H Chives, garlic Allium spp. Mod A 1 1 0.5 pnk spr

H2 H Lemongrass Cymbopogon spp. Mod A-B 2 3 1

H3 H Mint, Chocolate Mentha spp. Mod B 2 1 1 wht summ

H4 H Oregano, Italian Origanum x majoricum Mod B 2 0.4 2 blu spr

H5 H Rosemary Rosmarinus officinalis V. Low A 1 3 4 blu wntr-spr

P1 P Yarrow, White Achillea millefolium Low B-C 1 2 2 wht spr-summ

P2 P Mist Flower, Gregg's; Floss Flower Ageratum corymbosum Low B 2 3 3 blu summ-fall AKA Mist Flower, Texas or Butterfly

P3 P Pineapple Ananas comosus Low A 3 2 2 pnk summ

P4 P Yerba Mansa Anemopsis californica Low-mod A,B 1 1 4 wht spr-fall spreads by runners

P5 P Fern, Asparagus Asparagus densiflorous 
'spreingeri'

Low A,B,C 2 2 4 wht spr red berries

P6 P Foxtail Fern Asparagus densiflorus 'Meyers' Low B 2 3 3 Not a true fern. Tough, green, attractive

P7 P Marigold, Desert Baileya multiradiata V. Low A-B 1 1.5 1 ylw spr-fall Daisy-like flowers top a tuft of fuzzy leaves all year w/water 
except extreme cold. Attracts butterflies & bees.

P8 P Plumbago, Trailing Ceratositgma plumbaginoides Low B 1 1 1 blu summ-fall

P9 P Spider/Airplane Plant, variegated Chlorophytum comosum Mod B 2 3 3 wht summ-fall

P10 P Mist Flower, Gregg's; Floss Flower Conoclinium greggii L-Mod A-B 2 2.5 3 blu spr-fall Lavender-blue puffy, 2 in., cushion-like flower heads Mar-Nov. 
Attracts Queen butterflies. Shear in late Winter.

P11 P Coral Bean, Bidwill's Erythina x bidwillii Mod B 1 6 6 red summ Flowers in clusters. Deciduous & loses twiggy growth 
winter.Prune back after frost. Hummingbirds. POISONOUS

P12 P Foldwing, Twin Dropseed Dicliptera resupinata Low B 1 2 4 prp spr-fall AZ native. 1/4" blossom which seeds. Butterfly nectar. 
Resprouts. Feed in spring. Can prune to 2" anytime to shape.

P13 P Fleabane, Spreading Erigeron divergens L-Mod A-B 1 2 2 wht summ-fall

P14 P Pointsettia, Desert/Wild/Mexican Euphorbia heterophylla Mod A,B 1 2 1 red summ Soft red bracts late summer-fall. Root hardy.

P15 P Giant Liriope Liriopa giante Mod A 1 3 3 blu summ
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P16 P Aster, Tansy Machaeranthera tanacetifolia Low A,B 1 3 1 prp spr-fall AZ native. Self-seeds. 2" blossoms.

P17 P Penstemon, Parry's Penstemon parryi Low A 1 4 2 pnk spr

P18 P Ruellia/Mexican Petunia Ruellia brittoniana L-Mod A 1 4 3 blu spr-fall Silver-blue flowers lasting one day. Butterflies.

P19 P Ruellia, Dwarf Katie Pink Ruellia brittoniana 'Katie' Low B 2 1 1.5 pnk spr-fall bunnies love

P20 P Day of the Dead Flower; Corona de 
Muerto

Symphytotrichum lanceolatum Mod-H A-B 2 6 6 wht fall Wht-Lavender flowers w/yellow. Fast growing & dividable at 
crown. Butterfly nectar. Used as decoration on Day of the 
Dead. Prune to 6" Spr if damaged or to control height. Aka, 
Corona de Muerto

P21 P Garlic, Society; Pink Agapanthus Tulbaghia violacea Low B 2 1.5 2 prp spr-fall

P22 P Verbena, Moss Verbena tenuisecta Low A 1 1 4 prp spr-fall

P23 P Lily, Rain, Mexican Zephyranthes candida Mod A 1 1 1.5 wht summ

P24 P Wire Lettuce Stephanomeria pauciflora v-low A-B 1 1 1 wht spr-fall native perennial

S1 S Bee Bush Aloysia gratissimma L-Mod A-B 1 6 8 wht summ

S2 S Honeysuckle, Wright's Desert; 
Hummingbird Bush; Mexican Flame

Anisacanthus quadrifidus var. 
wrightii

L-Mod A 1 5 4 orng spr-fall TX native. Upright, deciduous, with 1.5" trumpet-like flowers. 
Cut back in winter.

S3 S Honeysuckle, Desert or Chuparosa Anisacanthus thurberi Low A 1 6 4 orng spr-fall

S4 S Bougainvillea "Glowing sunset" Bougainvillea spectabilis Low A 2 6 4 orng summ-fall Climbing shrub

S5 S Wooly Bricklebush Brickellia incana Low A,B 1 8 12 ylw summ-fall Showy foliage and blooms, good pollinator plant

S6 S Brugmansia/Angels' Trumpets Brugmansia suaveolens High B 3 8 6 ylw summ Highly toxic. Extinct in the wild. Container plant in TUS

S7 S Butterfly Bush, Woolly Orange Buddleia marrubifolia Low A 2 4 4 orng spr, fall Small globe-shaped flowers are attractive to butterflies as a 
rich source of nectar. Informal growth habit doesn't conform 
to a prescribed geometrical shape. Use in xeric landscapes, 
butterfly gardens, or around pools and water features.

S8 S Bird-of-Paradise, Mexican/Viche Caesalpinia mexicana Low A 1 15 10 ylw spr-fall AZ native. Multi-trunked w/ fine-textured brt. green leaves 
and 3 to 6" racemes. Can be evergreen when mild; heat 
tolerant. Hummingbirds & butterflies.

S9 S Bird of Paradise, Red/Pride of 
Barbados

Caesalpinia pulcherrima Low A 1 12 5 orng spr-summ

S10 S Fairy Duster, Baja/Red Calliandra californica Low A 1 6 6 red spr-fall Evergreen, woody shrub with bipinnate leaves, native to Baja 
California, Mexico. Flowers shaped like mini-feather dusters. 
Hummingbird magnet.
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S11 S Fairy Duster, Pink Calliandra eriophylla Low A 1 1.5 2 pnk wntr-spr AKA Mock Mesquite and Mesquitella. A low spreading shrub 
with bipinnate leaves which is native to deserts and arid 
grasslands in CA, AZ, NM,TX, & Mex. The flowers have dense 
clusters of pale to deep pink stamens and are about 2 in wide.

S12 S Cassia, Silvery Cassia phyllodinea Low A 1 6 5 ylw wntr-spr

S13 S Brittlebush Encelia farinosa V. Low A 1 3 3 ylw spr AZ native with 2" blossoms. Butterflies.

S14 S Turpentine Bush Ericameria larcifolia Low A-B 1 4 4 ylw fall

S15 S Coral Bean Erythrina herbacea V. Low B 2 6 6 red spr

S16 S Chuparosa Justicia californica Low A 2 4 4 red spr-summ Sprawling

S17 S Honeysuckle, Mexican Justicia spicigera Low A-B 2 3 4 orng spr-fall tough

S18 S Bay Leaf Laurus nobilis Low B 2 6 3 wht spr Culinary use for leaves. Hardier when planted in ground

S19 S Ranger, Texas 'Green Cloud' Leucophyllum frutescans 
'Green Cloud'

Low A 1 8 08-Jan pnk summ Upright to spreading evergreen shrub. Large green leaves are 
backdrop for rose-purple flowers triggered by periods of high 
humidity. In low deserts, this plant will retain most of its 
foliage.

S20 S Ranger, Texas 'White Cloud' Leucophyllum frutescans 
'White Cloud'

Low A 1 4 4 wht summ

S21 S Honeysuckle, Coral Lonicera sempervirens Low A,B 1 20 15 red spr & fall

S22 S Wolfberry Lycium andersonii Low A-B 1 6 6 prp wntr-spr Small orange/black berries

S23 S Oleander Nerium oleander Low A 2 16 10 wht,pnk,re
d

spr-fall

S24 S Philodendron, Big Leaf Philodendron selloum Mod A,B 2 10 10 wht summ

S25 S Plumbago, Cape Plumbago auriculata Low B 2 4 3 blu spr-fall

S26 S Sage/Salvia, Cleveland's/Chaparral Salvia clevelandii Low A-B 1 5 6 prp spr-summ .75" flowers. Hummingbird & Butterfly. Not eaten by wildlife.

S27 S Sage/Salvia, Red Salvia greggii Low A 2 2 3 red spr & fall

S28 S Sage/Salvia, Mexican Bush Salvia leucantha Low A 2 3 4 prp summ-fall Chenille-like sprays of flowers. Prune early summer; remove 
old flwr clusters to decrease wt on stems.

S29 S Jojoba Simmondsia chinensis Low A 1 8 8 crm wntr Need male & female plants to produce nuts (dioecious). Quail 
cover & food.

S30 S Mallow, Globe or Orange Sphaeralcea parvifolia V. Low A 2 3 3 orng spr-fall

S31 S Honeysuckle, Cape Tecoma capensis Low A-B 2 10 3 orng spr-fall Attracts hummingbirds. S. Africa native

Sc1 Sc Adenium, Desert Rose Adenium arabicum High B 3 3 3 wht summ Water in summer growing season only; no water in winter 
dormancy. Similar to obesum but with a larger, fatter caudex

Sc2 Sc Agave, Americana, Century Plant Agave americana V.Low A 1 3 3 ylw eol Blue-ish leaves; fast grower, pups frequently.
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Sc3 Sc Agave, Americana/Century Plant, 
White-Striped

Agave americana medio-picta 
'Alba'

V.Low A 1 3 3 ylw eol Variegated dusty blue-green leaves with a wide creamy center 
stripe. Fast grower, pups frequently.

Sc4 Sc Agave, Squid/Green Spider Agave bracteosa V. Low A 1 2 1 wht summ Slow grower, freely offsets/pups.

Sc5 Sc Agave, Artichoke/Parry's Agave parryi Low A-B 1 2 2 ylw summ Rosettes resembling an artichoke. Leaves blue-gry or lt. gry 
w/teeth on leaf margins, and 1" long dark brown stout 
terminal spine.

Sc6 Sc Agave, Dwarf Artichoke Agave parryi var. truncata V. Low A-B 1 2 2 ylw eol Broad, blue-gray leaves bluntly rounded at tip w/ wavy 1" long 
terminal spine.

Sc7 Sc Agave, Butterfly Dwarf Agave potatorum 'Kichiokan' Low B 3 1 1.5 ylw eol Variegated with red spines.

Sc8 Sc Agave, Octopus Agave vilmoriniana V. Low A 1 4 6 ylw eol Deeply guttered, arching, frequently twisting leaves. 
Thousands of small plantlets on the flower stalk.

Sc9 Sc Aloe, 'Blue Elf' Aloe 'Blue Elf' V. Low A 1 1 0.5 orng wntr-spr

Sc10 Sc Aloe, Aloe Vera Aloe barbadensis V.Low B 2 2 1 red spr-summ Medicinal Aloe

Sc11 Sc Aloe, Climbing Aloe ciliaris V. Low B 3 1 0.5 pnk wntr

Sc12 Sc Aloe, Tree Aloe dichotoma Low B 2 6 2 ylw spr

Sc13 Sc Aloe, Christmas Carol Aloe hybrid, 'Christmas Carol' Low B 1 1 1 red fall/wntr Red/purple rosette with red/orange edges. Origin: 
Madagascar.

Sc14 Sc Aloe, Gold Tooth/Spider Aloe nobilis Low B 2 0.5 1 orng wntr-spr Low-growing, heavily suckering clustering aloe. Large 
pendulous, bright orange-scarlet, tubular blooms. Blue-green 
leaves are bordered by short translucent white marginal 
"teeth" and irregularly spaced bumps (tubercules) arranged in 
tranverse rows on both the upper and lower surfaces.

Sc15 Sc Aloe, Soap Aloe saponaria Low B 2 2 2 red wntr

Sc16 Sc Aloe, Coral Aloe striata Low A-B 2 2 2 orng spr

Sc17 Sc Mother of Tousands Bryophyllum daigremantian Low A-B 2 3 1 pnk spr

Sc18 Sc Bulbine, Yellow or Shrubby Bulbine frutescens Low B 1 2 3 ylw spr Takes abuse, water makes beautifull

Sc19 Sc Sago Palm (Cycad) Cycas revoluta Low B 1 8 8 crm summ dioecious (ours is male)

Sc20 Sc Candelilla Euphorbia antisyphilitica V. Low A 1 2 2 wht spr-fall provides interest and texture

Sc21 Sc Slipper Plant, Pedilanthus Euphorbia lomelii Low A-B 2 5 4 red spr-summ Numerous upright semisucculent stems. Slipper-shaped 1" 
flowers. Hummingbirds.

Sc22 Sc Ghost Man, Ghost Plant Graptopetalum paraguayense Mod A,B 2 wht spr

Sc23 Sc Red Yucca Hesperaloe parviflora V. Low A 1 2 2 red spr-fall Not a true yucca. Multiple flower stems.

Sc24 Sc Plumeria 'Cathy' Plumeria hybrid Low* B 3 wht wntr

Sc25 Sc Elephant's Food/Bush, 'Spekboom' Portulacaria afra V. Low B-A 2 6 3 AKA Miniature Jade Plant. Propogates easily from cuttings. 
Regular water in hot months.
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Sc26 Sc Elephant Food/Bush, 'Rainbow' Portulacaria afra variegated V. Low B-A 2 6 3 AKA Miniature Jade Plant. Propogates easily from cuttings. 
Regular water in hot months.

Sc27 Sc Golden Sedum Sedum adolphii V. Low B 3

Sc28 Sc Starfish Flower Stapelia gigantea Low A 1 0.5 0.5 red fall-spr

Sc29 Sc Aloe hybrid Aloe mitriformis x nobilis 
Variegata

low B 2 0.5 5 pnk spr

T1 T Hackberry, Desert or Spiny Celtis ehrenbergiana Low A 1 15 18 grn spr Formerly Celtis pallida. Extremely drought tolerant, spiny, 
sprawling shrub of the Sonoran and Chihuahuan Deserts 
occurs along washes and gravelly slopes. Its stout thorns, 
dense branches, and sweet, edible, one-seeded small orange 
berries in the fall make it extremely valuable for wildlife food 
and cover. The small, inch-long, oval leaves are evergreen to 
20 degrees F, and its smooth, gray branches grow in a zigzag 
pattern.

T2 T Limequat, Eustis Citrus aurantifolia 'Eustis' x 
Citrus japonica

Mod A 2 5 4 wht all Cold hardy limes! The Eustis limequat tree is derived from 
breeding the Key Lime tree with the cold hardy round 
kumquat tree. The results is a thin-skinned small yellow oblong 
fruits, very much in flavor and character of a Florida Key Lime. 
Prolific bearer of limes year round in mild winter areas. They 
make one of the finest container plants for the patio gardener. 
Self fertile.

T3 T Lemon, Meyers Citrus limon 'Meyer' Mod A 2 10 12 wht spr

T4 T Orange, Blood Citrus sinensis 'Blood Orange' High A-B 1 20 20 wht spr

T5 T Loquat Eriobotrya japonica Low B 2 20 15 wht fall

T6 T Fig, Black Mission Ficus carica Mod A 1 15 15 prp spr, fall The variety, once known as the Franciscana, became the chief 
fig of the Catholic missions — and as the variety was adopted 
by the growing fig industry of California, the name Black 
Mission was born.

T7 T Ash, Arizona Fraxinus velutina Mod A 1 40 30 ylw spr

T8 T Olive Tree, Common Olea europaea Low A 2 30 30 wht spring

T9 T Palo Verde, Blue Parkinsonia florida V.Low A 1 25 25 ylw spr Multi-trunked tree with blue-green branches. Largest of the 
palo verde species & first to bloom in the spring. AZ native.

V1 V Queen's Wreath Vine Antigonon leptopus Mod A 2 20 20 pink summ-fall AKA Bee Bush, Coral Vine, Mexican Creeper or San Miguelito 
vine. Usually dies back in winter but recovers quickly in spring. 
Bright green heart-shaped leaves form dense mass of foliage & 
open, trailing sprays of flowers.
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V2 V Crossvine, Tangerine Beauty Bignonia capreolata Low A 1 30 4 orng spr-summ

V3 V Grape Ivy, Native or Arizona Cissus trifoliata var. incisa Low A,B 1 10 wht spr-summ Tendrils. Slow-growing deciduous; will quickly recover from 
underground tubers if frozen to the ground.

V4 V Jasmine, Carolina Gelsemium sempervivens Mod A-B 1 15 3 ylw spr Twining stems with evergreen glossy foliage. Fragrant

V5 V Ivy, English Hedera helix Mod C 2 8 50 grn fall

V6 V Jasmine Arabian Jasminum sambac Mod B 2 9 2 wht spr-fall

V7 V Passion Flower Vine, Arizona Passiflora arizonica Low A,B 2 20 blu summ

V8 V Pomegranate, Wonderful Punica granatum 'Wonderful' Mod A 2 12 10 orng spr productive and fast growing

V9 V Rose, Lady Banks White Rosa banksiae 'Alba Plena' Mod A,B 1 15 20 wht spr AKA Tombstone Rose. Thornless, nearly evergreen. Very 
double 1-1.5" violet-scented flowers cover branches in 
profusion.

V10 V Blackberry, Rosborough Rubus rosboroughii Mod A 1 5 1 wht spr

V11 V Jasmine, Star or Confederate Trachelospermum jasminoides Mod B 2 15 2 wht spr Evergreen vine with thick, leathery, dark green leaves & 
fragrant clusters of star-shaped flowers.

W1 W Umbrella Plant Cyperus alternifolius High B 2 4 4 wht summ
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