
The Small-Scale and Urban Agriculture Conservationist Certificate and Apprenticeship 
is aimed to help current or prospective local producers increase their knowledge about 
agricultural conservation techniques in an urban and small-scale context through an online 
curriculum and hands-on experience opportunities. Emphasis will be placed upon NRCS 
conservation recommendations with the goal to increase awareness and eligibility for USDA-
NRCS Conservation programs. Featured record-keeping and business planning education is 
aimed to help producers become eligible for USDA-FSA and USDA-NRCS services and 
programs.

Duration: 
Online,12-week course offered once per year in 2025 and 2026. 

50 graduates will receive a Small-Scale and Urban Agriculture Conservationist Certificate in 
year one of this program (2025).

50 graduates will receive a Small-Scale and Urban Agriculture Conservationist Certificate in 
year two of this program (2026).

9 graduates will be selected for a Small-Scale and Urban Agriculture Conservationist 
Apprenticeship in year two (2026). Apprenticeships will be 32-weeks long at 40 hours per 
week.

Deadline: 

Completed applications are due no later than Friday, January 24th 2025.

• Applicants will be notified of acceptance by February,12th

2025
• Classes will commence the week of March, 3rd 2025

Eligibility Requirements: 

● Reside in Arizona
● Priority will be given to Historically Underserved Persons by

USDA definition.

Commitment:

• Graduates will be awarded a Small-Scale and Urban Agriculture Certificate upon
successful completion of the 12-week course which includes participation in weekly,
live zoom classes and completing all supplemental course materials.

• Participants may miss no more than 2 live zoom classes.
• Completion of the 12-week course is mandatory to be considered for the Small-Scale

and Urban Agriculture Conservationist Apprenticeship program.

https://azdor.gov/business
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/getting-assistance/underserved-farmers-ranchers


Desired Candidates: 

• Have an interest in small-scale and urban agriculture
• Have an interest in USDA-NRCS and/or USDA-FSA programs
• Have no previous farm experience or have operated a farm or 

ranch for less than 10 consecutive years
• Willingness to participate in and attend classes

Apply now via the QR Code or link below:

https://forms.gle/Lr77KsBoMN93H9ip7

https://forms.gle/Lr77KsBoMN93H9ip7


“In accordance with Federal law and U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) civil rights 
regulations and policies, this institution is prohibited from discriminating on the basis of race, 
color, national origin, sex, age, disability, and reprisal or retaliation for prior civil rights activity. 
(Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) 
Program information may be made available in languages other than English. Persons with 
disabilities who require alternative means of communication for program information (e.g., 
Braille, large print, audiotape, and American Sign Language) should contact the responsible 
State or local Agency that administers the program or USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 
720-2600 (voice and TTY) or contact USDA through the Federal Relay Service at (800)
877-8339.
To file a program discrimination complaint, a complainant should complete a Form AD-3027,
USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form, which can be obtained online, at
www.usda.gov/sites/default/files/documents/usda-programdiscrimination-complaint-form.pdf,
from any USDA office, by calling (866) 632-9992, or by writing a letter addressed to USDA.
The letter must contain the complainant’s name, address, telephone number, and a written
description of the alleged discriminatory action in sufficient detail to inform the Assistant
Secretary for Civil Rights (ASCR) about the nature and date of an alleged civil rights violation.
The completed AD-3027 form or letter must be submitted to USDA by: mail: U.S. Department
of Agriculture Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights 1400 Independence Avenue,
SW Washington, D.C. 20250-9410; or fax: (833) 256-1665 or (202) 690-7442; email:
program.intake@usda.gov.
This institution is an equal opportunity provider.

https://forms.gle/KmTfSkDiwnAPJaeY6





