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Three things to share with you today: 
The history of this legacy of leadership and our roots
Where we are today and the impact we’re making in Arizona 
The expectations of you should you be selected
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1961 – Northland, Detroit’s first mall , top left
1963 – Dr. Martin Luther King Marching in Detroit, top right
1964 – AZ Senator Barry Goldwater on Presidential Campaign, bottom left
1965 – Lee Iacoca and the Ford Mustang, bottom right
Michigan had the first land grant college: Agricultural College of the State of Michigan, or Michigan State, When Lincoln signed the Morrill Act 1862;
100 years later as civil rights movement was taking place, Leaders of Michigan and Land Grant University partnered to create: 



“…provide young 
agricultural and rural 
leaders with a broader 

view of society, as well as 
a greater sense of the 
world and how they fit 

into the bigger picture…”
- The Legacy of the Ag Leadership Development Program: Rich Heritage 
Cultivates Future Opportunities, Helstowski, 2000
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Kellogg Farmers Study Program, was created in 1965 at Michigan State University through support from the W.K. Kellogg Foundation (WKKF)
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2017
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Kellogg Farmers Study Program, was created in 1965 at Michigan State University through support from the W.K. Kellogg Foundation (WKKF)
Now: 38 in US, 2 starting this year; 12 international 



“You may see a day 
when 75,000 – 100,000 
people may live in the 

Valley.” 

President Theodore Roosevelt, 1900s 
Speech at Tempe Normal 

Damming of the Salt River
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Roosevelt Dam dedicated by Roosevelt in 1911




Arizona’s Population
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1970 Time Magazine Called Speedway America’s ugliest street, top left
1975 Metro Center, first regional mall in SW, top right
1970s The Lakes on Rural Road tempe
1975 First McDonalds Drive Thru in Sierra Vista, bottom right
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1978 These organizations and many others came together along with other’s to research, fundraise for and create Arizona’s CENTer for Rural Leadership, Project CENTRL



• State Capitol
• Washington, 

D.CLegislative

International

• Projects
• Actions

Make-a-
Difference

• Leadership
• CommunicationPersonal 

Development

• Natural 
Resources

• Work Force
Agriculture

• Health Care
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• Corrections

Arizona
Issues
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Started in 1983 Class 1
The current curriculum is 9 seminars, 7 two-day seminars in Arizona and 2 five-day out of state seminars



3 State Senators

Six Town/City Mayors
Four Town/City Council

3 Representatives

Six County Supervisors

800 +Community 
Organizations
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District 14
Rep. Becky Nut, Class XXI
Rep. Gail Griffin, Class XIII

Arizona’s 54th Legislature 

Rep. David Gowan, 
Former Speaker of the House, Class XVI

Senator Frank Pratt, R-8, Class XVI

Rep. Tim Dunn, XI Senator Sine Kerr, XXII
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Nutt is the House majority whip



Jim Parks, Coconino Co. District 4; Class XXII

County Supervisors



“If it wasn’t for Project CENTRL and the
resources and inspiration this
organization provided, this project could
not have been possible.”

2003 Incorporation of Maricopa

Edward Farrell, Class XVI 
Charter Mayor of Maricopa

Cities and Towns
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Local Leadership
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Jim Klinker, CENTRL Board Member Interviews Class XVI including Paul Brierly, Ag100 Member and Director of the Yuma Center for Excellence on Desert Agriculture 
Dan Bell, Class 17 Enjoys himself at Apple Annies, Ag100 President, Boarder Security Advocate and Proud Wildcat



2015 Arizona Capitol Times:
Leaders of the Year in Public Policy, 

Non-Profit Category
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Project 
CENTRL

Class IX at the White House

Class 26

A Legacy of 
Leadership
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In Class 26 Mayor of Page; The Yavapai Co. HR Director, Yuma Co. Health Director, Experts from Nursey, dairy, ranching, water industries 



Class 29 Application Deadline: 3/15/20
Seminars June 2020 – June 2021
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Class 29 Expectations

• Mandatory attendance at all seminars
• Professional and appropriate attire
• Seminar Experience

– Preparation
– Leadership opportunities
– Logistics include roommates

• Continual Feedback
• Personal and Professional Commitment
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