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Ancestor Approved: 
Intertribal Stories for Kids 

Edited by Cynthia Leitich 
Smith 

 
https://cynthialeitichsmith.com/kidbooks/kids_indes/ancestor-
approved-intertribal-stories-for-kids/ 

English 

Antelope Woman: An 
Apache Folktale 

By Louise Erdrich, 
Illustrated by Michael 
Lacapa 

https://www.harpercollins.com/products/antelope-woman-
louise-erdrich? 

English 

Baby’s First Laugh By Jessie Eve Ruffenach, 
Illustrated by Beverly 
Blacksheep   

https://salinabookshelf.com/product/babys-first-laugh/ English 

Baby Learns About 
Seasons 

By Jessie Eve Ruffenach,  
Illustrated by Beverly 
Blacksheep   

https://salinabookshelf.com/product/baby-learns-about-
seasons/ 

English & Navajo 

 

Baby Learns about Senses By Jessie Eve Ruffenach,  
Illustrated by Beverly 
Blacksheep   

http://www.oyate.org/index.php/hikashop-menu-for-module-
114/product/528-baby-learns-about-senses 

English & Navajo 

 

Baby Learns About 
Weather 

By Jessie Eve Ruffenach,  
Illustrated by Beverly 
Blacksheep   

https://salinabookshelf.com/product/baby-learns-about-
weather/ 

English & Navajo 

 

Baby Learns to Count By Jessie Eve Ruffenach,  
Illustrated by Beverly 
Blacksheep   

https://salinabookshelf.com/product/baby-learns-to-count/ English & Navajo 

 

Beauty Beside Me: Stories 
of My Grandmother’s 
Skirt 

By Seraphina G. Yazzie, 
Illustrated by Baje 
Whitethorne, Sr 

https://salinabookshelf.com/?post_type=&s=beauty+beside+me English & Navajo 

 

Bidinínáájí  
Opposites 

By Brian Wildsmith and 
Naaltsoos Àyiilaa 

https://salinabookshelf.com/product/beauty-beside-me-stories-
of-my-grandmothers-skirts/ 

English & Navajo 

 

This booklist was put together during a book sharing event held on January 28, 2022. Each participant was 
asked to bring a book that is written by a native author and/or celebrates native people and cultures. The list 
of books that were shared is below.  Go here to view a recording of the event: https://bit.ly/3NgQwxe.   
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Bowwow Powwow By Brenda Child, 
Illustrated by Jonathan 
Thunder 

Translated into Ojibwe 
by Gordon Jourdain 

https://shop.mnhs.org/products/bowwow-powwow English & Ojibwe 

Catch that Goat Written and Illustrated 
by Polly Alakija 

https://www.barefootbooks.com/catch-that-goat-paperback English 

Circle of Wonder: A Native 
American Christmas Story 

Written and Illustrated 
by N. Scott Momaday 

https://www.indiebound.org/book/9780826321497 English  

Cradle Me By Debbie Slier  https://www.skylightbooks.com/book/9781595728289 English  

D is for Drum, A Native 
American Alphabet 

By Michael and Debbie 
Shoulders, Illustrated by 
Irving Toddy   

https://sleepingbearpress.com/shop/search_results?utf8=%E2%
9C%93&q=D+is+for+drum 

English 

 

Dreamcatcher By Audrey Osofsky, 
Illustrated by Ed Young   

https://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/dreamcatcher-audrey-
osofsky/1103778550?ean=9780531059883 

English 

Fall in Line, Holden! Written and Illustrated 
by Daniel Vandever   

 

https://salinabookshelf.com/product/fall-in-line-holden/ 
English 

First Laugh: Welcome 
Baby! 

By Rose Tahe and Nancy 
Bo Flood, Illustrated by 
Jonathan Nelson 

 

https://www.charlesbridge.com/products/first-laugh-welcome-
baby?_pos=1&_sid=d626cd287&_ss=r 

English 

The Flute Player: An 
Apache Folktale 

Retold and Illustrated By 
Michael Lacapa 

 

https://www.nativerainbows.com/product/flute-player-an-
apache-folktale/ 

English  

Fry Bread: A Native 
American Family Story 

By Kevin Noble Mailard, 
Illustrated by Juana 
Martinez-Neal 

 

https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781626727465/frybread English 

The Gift of the Sacred Dog Written and Illustrated 
by Paul Goble  

 

https://www.simonandschuster.com/books/The-Gift-of-the-
Sacred-Dog/Paul-Goble/9780020432807 

English 
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The Girl Who Loved Wild 
Horses 

Written and Illustrated 
by Paul Goble   

 

https://shop.scholastic.com/parent-ecommerce/books/the-girl-
who-loved-wild-horses-9780689716966.html 

English 

Global Babies By The Global Fund for 
Children  

 

https://www.charlesbridge.com/products/global-babies English 

The Goat in the Rug By Geraldine, As told to 
Charles L. Blood & 
Martin Link, Illustrated 
by Nancy Winslow 
Parker 

https://www.simonandschuster.com/books/The-Goat-in-the-
Rug/Charles-L-Blood/9780689714184 

English 

Grow Strong: A Book 
About Healthy Habits 

By Cheri J. Meiners,  
Illustrated by Elizabeth 
Allen 

https://www.freespirit.com/early-childhood/grow-strong-being-
the-best-me-cheri-meiners-elizabeth-allen 

English 

Healer of the Water 
Monster 

By Brian Young 
Heartdrum, Cover art by 
Shonto Begay 

https://www.harpercollins.com/products/healer-of-the-water-
monster-brian-young?variant=32269101989922 

English 

Herizon By Daniel Vandever, 
Illustrated by Corey 
Begay 

https://www.southofsunrisecreative.com/product-
page/herizon-standard-edition 

English  

The Hogan that Great-
Grandfather Built 

By Nancy Bo Flood, 
Illustrated by Peterson 
Yazzie 

https://nancyboflood.com/hogan-that-great-grandfather-built/ English 

 

How the Stars Fell into the 
Sky: A Navajo Legend 

By Jerry Oughton,  
Illustrated by Lisa 
Desimini 

https://bookshop.org/books/how-the-stars-fell-into-the-sky-a-
navajo-legend/9780395779385 

English & Navajo 

 

Hungry Johnny By Cheryl Minnema, 
Illustrated by Wesley 
Ballinger   

https://shop.mnhs.org/products/hungry-johnny English 

I am Native Written and Illustrated 
by Violet Duncan 

https://www.violetduncan.com/product-page/i-am-native English 
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I Went Walking By Sue Williams, 
Illustrated by Julie Vivas   

https://shop.scholastic.com/teachers-
ecommerce/teacher/books/i-went-walking-
9780590994644.html 

English 

Jingle Dancer By Cynthia Leitich-Smith, 
Illustrated by Cornelius 
Van Wright and Ying-Hwa 
Hu 

https://cynthialeitichsmith.com/kidbooks/kids_index/jingle/ English 

Josie Dances By Denise Lajimodiere, 
Illustrated by Dr. Angela 
Erdrich   

https://shop.mnhs.org/products/josie-dances English  

Kéyaghi Hal��́’́ii  
Farm Animals 

Written and Illustrated by 
Naaltsoos Àyiilaa and 
Brian Wildsmith      

 

https://starbrightbooks.com/index.php?id_product=481&rewri
te=brian-wildsmith-s-farm-animals&controller=product 

Multiple languages 

 

The Legend of Indian 
Paintbrush 

Written and Illustrated by 
Tomie de Paola  

https://www.the-best-childrens-books.org/The-Legend-of-the-
Indian-Paintbrush.html 

English 

Mama, Do You Love Me? By Barbara M. Joosse, 
Illustrated By Barbara 
Lavallee 

https://www.chroniclebooks.com/products/mama-do-you-
love-me?_pos=1&_sid=82bf01ac5&_ss=r 

English 

My Face Book By Star Bright Books   https://starbrightbooks.com/index.php?id_product=319&rewri
te=my-face-book&controller=product 

Multiple languages 

My First Navajo Book of 
Colors, Shapes and 
Numbers 

Written and Illustrated by 
Candice Tallsalt  

https://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/my-first-navajo-book-of-
colors-shapes-and-numbers-candice-tallsalt/1140858159 

English & Navajo 

The Navajo Year: Walk 
Through Many Seasons 

By Nancy Bo Flood, 
Illustrated by Billy 
Whitethorne 

https://nancyboflood.com/the-navajo-year/ English 

Our Smallest Warriors, 
Our Strongest Medicine: 
Overcoming COVID-19 

Developed by the Inter-
Agency Standing 
Committee Reference 
Group on Mental Health 
and Psychosocial Support 
in Emergency Settings 

https://bit.ly/NativeStrongMedicine English  
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Sister Rabbit's Tricks By Emmett "Shkeme" 
Garcia, Illustrated by 
Victoria Pringle   

https://unmpress.com/books/sister-rabbits-
tricks/9780826352682 

English 

 

Stolen Words By Melanie Florence, 
Illustrated by Gabrielle 
Grimard 

https://secondstorypress.ca/kids/stolen-words English, Cree & 
Navajo 
 

Ten Little Rabbits By Virginia Grossman, 
Illustrated by Sylvia Long 

https://www.chroniclebooks.com/products/ten-little-rabbits-
board-book 

English 

Through The Eyes of The 
Eagle 

By Georgia Perez, 
Illustrated by Patrick Rolo 
& Lisa A. Fifield 

https://bookstore.gpo.gov/products/through-eyes-eagle English 

Thunder Boy Jr. By Sherman Alexie, 
Illustrated By Yuyi 
Morales 

https://www.lbyr.com/titles/sherman-alexie/thunder-boy-
jr/9780316271066/ 

English 

Thunder's Hair By Jessie Taken Alive-
Rencountre, Illustrated by 
Erin Walker Jensen 

https://bookshop.org/books/thunder-s-hair/9798560343996 English 

Turquoise Boy: A Navajo 
Legend 

Written and Adapted  By 
Terri Cohlene, Illustrated 
by Charles Reasoner 

https://www.abebooks.com/servlet/SearchResults?isbn=9780
816723607&n=100121501&cm_sp=mbc-_-ISBN-_-new 

English  

We Are Grateful  
Otsaliheliga 

By Traci Sorell, Illustrated 
by Frane Lessac   

https://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/books/566582/we-
are-grateful-otsaliheliga-by-traci-sorell-author-frane-lessac-
illustrator/ 

English & Cherokee 

 

We Are Water Protectors 

 

By Carole Lindstrom, 
Illustrated by Michaela 
Goade 

https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781250203557/wearewater
protectors 

English 

When We Are Kind By Monique Gray Smith, 
Illustrated by Nicole 
Neidhardt 

https://www.orcabook.com/When-We-Are-Kind English & Navajo 
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