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Humans often are at odds with wildlife in both rural and urban areas. For this reason, federal and state governments 

have implemented strategies to promote long-term conservation of animals and their habitats. Some laws, like the En-

dangered Species Act, establish strategies to prevent individual species from becoming extinct. Arizona also regulates 

hunting and fishing to balance use with conservation of harvested species. When living in a rural area where wildlife is 

more prevalent and potentially damaging to orchards and gardens, it is important to understand what species are pro-

tected by the law. 

 

Most of our local birds are protected under the Migratory Bird Treaty Act (MBTA). The MBTA makes it unlawful to pur-

sue, hunt, take, capture, kill, possess, sell, purchase, barter, import, export, or transport any migratory bird, or any part, 

nest, or egg of any such bird, unless authorized under a permit issued by the Secretary of the Interior. The MBTA pro-

tects over 800 species of birds nationally. A list of species protected under the MBTA can be found on the US Fish and 

Wildlife Service’s website (http://www.fws.gov/birds/) and includes raptors such as burrowing owls and peregrine fal-

cons, as well as their nests. The only birds that are not protected in Arizona are rock doves (pigeons), English spar-

rows, and European starlings. A resident may take action against these species using legal means if they are causing 

damage to crops. 

 

The Arizona Game and Fish Department is responsible for the management of Arizona’s wildlife and does this in part 

by regulating hunting and fishing. They use current data on the health of wildlife populations to define the times 

(seasons) and methods of taking wildlife and possession and bag limits. A valid Arizona hunting or fishing license is 

required for taking wildlife on public and private land in Arizona. Licenses can be purchased at an Arizona Game and 

Fish Department Office or one of 300 license dealers in the state. If you are going to hunt, read the rules carefully and 

ask questions if you are not clear as to their requirements.  

 

Wildlife species that can be hunted with a permit include big game, small, game, and predators. Big game species in-

clude pronghorn, javelina, elk, Merriam’s turkey, desert bighorn sheep, mule deer, white tail deer, mountain lion, black 

bear, and bison. Small game include cottontail rabbits, tree squirrels, upland game birds (quails, chukar, grouse, and 

pheasants), and migratory game birds (ducks, geese, swan, sandhill cranes, coot, gallinule, common snipe, mourning 

and white-winged doves, and band-tailed pigeon). Predators include bobcat, coyote, foxes, and skunks. Furbearers are 

often trapped rather than hunted and include badger, beaver, muskrat, raccoon, otter, ringtail, and weasel. The only 

mammals that can be killed or harassed in Arizona without a permit are rock squirrels, gophers, and packrats. 

 

Some gardeners shoot first and ask questions later. This is not a good idea. In Arizona, firearms may only be dis-

charged if more than one mile from any occupied structure. However, the law (ARS 13-3107) does not prevent a city, 

town or county from adopting an ordinance or rule restricting the discharge of a firearm. Many times, local regulations 

restrict discharging a firearm within one-fourth mile of an occupied structure without the consent of the owner or occu-

pant of the structure. In Arizona, firearms are defined as any loaded or unloaded handgun, pistol, revolver, rifle, shot-

gun or other weapon that will expel, is designed to expel or may readily be converted to expel a projectile by the action 

of an explosive. Check your local city ordinances - some cities ban using slingshots, BB guns, air guns, or bow and 

arrow.  
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