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Badgers

Most Arizona residents have probably never seen a badger in the wild, but they are here and are elusive for multiple
reasons. For one, they are primarily nocturnal. For another, they are not very tall and may be well hidden to the un-
trained eye. However, if you hike around the backcountry, especially with dogs, you (and the dogs) could be surprised
by a badger.

short, bushy tail. Its front legs are stout and muscular with long
front claws making it an excellent excavator. Its fur is silver-gray
with long guard hairs, a black patch on each cheek, black feet,
and a characteristic white stripe extending from its nose over the
top of its head. In Arizona, adult badgers usually weigh between
10 and 20 pounds and may be found anywhere in the state
where a hole can be dug.

Badgers are members of the weasel family (Mustelids) and have
the musky odor characteristic of this family. Their digging capa-
bility is used to pursue and capture ground-dwelling prey. Typi-
cal burrows dug in pursuit of prey are shallow and about 1 foot
(30 cm) in diameter. A female badger will dig a deeper burrow (5
to 30 feet long [1.5 to 9 m]) with an enlarged chamber 2 to 3 feet (0.6 to 0.9 m) below the surface in which to give birth.
Dens usually have a single, often elliptical entrance, typically marked by a mound of soil in the front.

UGA1374170

American badger (Taxidea taxus, Terry Spivey, USDA Forest
Service, Bugwood.org).

Badgers have a rather ferocious appearance, and when confronted, often make short charges at an intruder. They may
hiss, growl, or snarl when fighting or cornered. Their quick movements, loose hide, muscular body, and tendency to
retreat quickly into a den provide protection from most predators. Larger predators such as mountain lions, bears, and
wolves will kill adult badgers. Coyotes and eagles can also kill young badgers. Humans and their dogs should observe
badgers from a safe distance.

Badgers remain in dens during daylight hours, but are often seen at dawn or dusk. Their eyes reflect green at night.
During winter they may remain inactive in their burrows for up to a month, although they are not true hibernators. Male
badgers are solitary except during the mating season, and females are solitary except when mating or rearing young.
National wildlife managers report badger densitiy of about 1 per square mile although they are likely much more widely
dispersed in Arizona due to development and prey availability.

Badgers are carnivorous, mainly feeding on small rodents such as rock squirrels, pocket gophers, prairie dogs, wood-
rats, kangaroo rats, deer mice, and voles. They may also prey on ground nesting birds, such as bank swallows and
burrowing owls, snakes, lizards, amphibians, carrion, fish, hibernating skunks, insects, including bees and honeycomb,
and some plant foods, such as corn and sunflower seeds. Unlike many carnivores that stalk their prey in open country,
badgers catch most of their food by digging. They can tunnel after ground dwelling rodents with amazing speed. Badg-
er burrows also provide shelter for other species and their digging activity increases water infiltration and has a positive
influence on soil development.
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Badgers and coyotes are sometimes seen hunting at the same time in a seemingly cooperative manner. Badgers dig
and cause small rodents to flee. Coyotes can readily run rodents down, but cannot effectively dig them out of burrows.
Coyotes can take advantage of rodents attempting to escape from badgers. Badgers may not benefit as much as the
coyotes, but each tolerates the other’s presence and they may even engage in play behavior.

Maintaining open space provides habitat for badgers and the ecosystem services they provide are beneficial to other
species. If any readers are concerned about badgers damaging their property or crops, they may contact the Arizona
Game and Fish Department.
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