
History of Old West Shotgun

1878 Colt Shotgun.  Private 
Collection.  Will Abbot Photo.



Private Collection.  Will Abbot  Photo.

12 or 20 Gauge Muzzle Loading Shotgun with Ornate Carving.  
Often Called “Fowling Piece”.  Muskets could be Used as 
Shotguns if Loaded with Shot.



Colt Revolving Shotgun.  Dangerous to Place Hand in 
Front of Cylinder.  Could also Blow Shot into Face.

Cody Firearms Museum, Buffalo 
Bill Historical Center, Cody, WY 
1988.8.605v1



Single Shot Shotguns 
Very Common.

The 1875 P. Powell & 
Son catalog advertises 
Remington’s double 
barrel shotgun in 10 or 12 
gauge for $45.00 to 
$75.00 depending on 
grade while the single 
barreled gun could be had 
for $23.00.  Courtesy of 
Cornell Publications.



Colt Model 1878 Shotgun.  Standard Barrel Lengths were 28-30 inches in 
10 or 12 gauge.  20” Barrels were not Common.  Regarded as the Best 
American Shotgun Made.



Colt Model 1883 “Hammerless” Shotgun.  Hammers were 
Internal.  Some distrusted What They Could Not See and were 
Suspect of Safety Mechanism. 

Cody Firearms Museum, Buffalo 
Bill Historical Center, Cody, WY 
1995.4.1



Museum of the Upper Missouri, Fort 
Benton, Montana.  Will Abbot Photo

Double Barrel 12 Gauge with Extensive Repairs.  Many Shotguns 
Received Rough Treatment.



Winchester Model 1887 Lever 
Action Shotgun.  Winchester was 
Fond of Lever Actions like Colt was  
Fond of Revolving Cylinders.  
Loaded through the Action into 
Tubular Magazine Under Barrel.  
10 or 12 Gauge Standard.

Private Collection.  Will Abbot Photos.



Winchester Model 1897 Pump Action Shotgun.

John Browning Design.  Tried to Talk Winchester 
out of the Model 1887 and Introduce a Pump 
Instead.  Won the Argument with the Model 1893 
and Smokeless Version in 1897.

Cappa Family Collection on display at the Montana Frontier Museum, Powell County 
Museum & Arts Foundation, Inc., Deer Lodge, Montana. Will Abbot photo.


	Slide Number 1
	Slide Number 2
	Slide Number 3
	Slide Number 4
	Slide Number 5
	Slide Number 6
	Slide Number 7
	Slide Number 8
	Slide Number 9

