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Introduction
Variety selection is one of the most important decisions a grower will make contributing to the success of a cotton 

crop. It is critical, that a grower have as much information as possible in order to make an informed decision regarding 
variety selection.

In an effort to help supply reliable variety performance information, the University of Arizona conducts a statewide 
Upland cotton variety testing program. This program consists of a few different types of trials. The first is a small plot 
evaluation of commercially available varieties along with experimental varieties, and is conducted in 3 locations across 
Arizona including; Yuma, Maricopa, and Safford. This testing program is called the University of Arizona Upland Cotton 
Advanced Strains Testing Program.

Another type of University sponsored trial is a large plot, replicated strip trial conducted on grower cooperator 
farms in a wide variety of locations across Arizona. These large plot strip trials consist of replicated plots extending the 
full length of the irrigation run at each location. This program is titled the University of Arizona Upland Cotton Variety 
Testing Program (UCVT). Eight locations across the state were conducted in 2017.

Testing of commercial and experimental ELS (Pima) varieties were also conducted in 4 locations in 2017. Two of the 
locations were small plot trials, while the other two were strip trials conducted on grower cooperator fields.

The following three tables contain location, planting date, early and mid-season data collection dates, final irrigation 
date, initial defoliation date, harvest date, soil type, and irrigation technique, for each of the trials conducted across 
Arizona in 2017. The remainder of the tables in this publication contain yield and fiber quality data for each of the 
locations. Statistical analysis for all parameters is also presented at the bottom of each table. Also included are early 
season data of stand count and vigor ratings along with mid-season data including plant height and nodes above white 
flower (NAWF) at early – mid bloom. For each location a figure plotting lint yield as a function of fiber premium/
discount is presented. The vertical line in the figure represents the average of the trial for fiber premium and the 
horizontal line represents the trial average for yield. Any varieties falling in the upper right quadrant performed better 
than average for both lint yield and fiber quality at that location. If you have any questions regarding these trials or this 
publication please direct them to Dr. Randy Norton, Regional Extension Specialist and Director of the Safford Ag Center 
at rnorton@cals.arizona.edu.

The work performed over the course of the 2017 cotton season to produce the results contained in this booklet 
was funded in part by Cotton Incorporated through the Arizona Cotton Growers Association and also by participating 
seed companies.

A special Thank You is extended to the Grower-Cooperators who participate in these testing programs. This program 
would not be successful without them.
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