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Good morning,

Welcome back to the Regulatory Roundup, a newsletter summarizing key
regulatory and policy developments affecting natural resource users across
Arizona. Drawing from the Federal Register and other state and federal actions,
the Regulatory Roundup provides a clear snapshot of the evolving regulatory
and policy landscape for stakeholders, researchers, and students.

The last month has seen several notable shifts for natural resource users,
including new federal guidance on categorical exclusions under NEPA,
emergency drought operations at Glen Canyon Dam, and additional details on
the U.S. Forest Service reorganization. Additionally, the White House released
its FY27 budget request with broad cuts to agencies critical to natural resource
management.

If you have questions about how these developments may affect you, please
don't hesitate to reach out. Please contact Evan Nye at enye@arizona.edu with

any comments, questions, or suggestions for future issues.

Sincerely,
Evan Nye

Community Outreach Manager, Forestry Policy

At A Glance

e The Phoenix-Mesa area maintains “moderate” nonattainment status,
avoiding the need for stringent pollution control.

e The CEQ issued guidance for federal agencies for implementing
categorical exclusions.
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e The U.S. Forest Service announces plans to consolidate its operations,
moving towards a state-based organizational model.

e The Bureau of Reclamation begins emergency drought operations at Glen

Canyon Dam.
e The White House released its FY27 budget request, with large cuts to

multiple agencies regulating natural resource use and management.
e The Farm Bill is set to receive a full floor vote in the House of
Representatives.

Source: KNAU / Devin Ford, Flickr

Environment
Final Rule: Phoenix-Mesa Ozone Nonattainment Determination

e The Environmental Protection Agency issued a final rule that determined
the Phoenix-Mesa area would have attained the 2015 ozone national
ambient air quality standards by the attainment date, if not for emissions
that emanated from outside the U.S. The area remains classified as a
“Moderate” nonattainment area, and the state is exempt from
implementing more stringent pollution control measures.

e The rule is effective April 22, 2026.

Notice: CEQ Guidance on Expanding the Use of Categorical
Exclusions

¢ The Council on Environmental Quality issued a memorandum on

establishing, revising, adopting, and applying categorical exclusions under
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Proposed Rule: Revisions to Coal Combustion Residual Regulations

e The EPA is proposing signification revisions to coal combustion residuals

(CCR) regulations, including more flexible, site-specific considerations
regarding groundwater monitoring, cleanup levels, closure requirements,
and allowing for CCR extraction for beneficial use during post-closure.
The rule revises the definition of beneficial use by eliminating a
requirement for an environmental demonstration for the non-roadway
use of more than 12,400 tons of CCR on land. The rule also defines a CCR
storage pile, proposes to exclude specific beneficial uses from federal CCR
regulations, and provides notice that the public comment period for
Federal CCR permit program will open in a future separate action.

e Comments are due no later than June 12, 2026. The EPA will hold an
online public hearing on May 28, 2026.

Final Rule: EPA Establishes Renewable Fuel Standards for 2026-
2027

e The Environmental Protection Agency issued a final rule that determined
the applicable volume requirement and percentage standards for
cellulosic biofuel, biomass-based diesel, advanced biofuel, and total
nonrenewable fuel. The rule also makes several regulatory changes to the
RFS program including removing renewable electricity as a qualifying
renewable fuel.

e The rule is effective on June 15, 2026

Clean Water Act Financial Capacity Assessment Guidance — Public
Comment Opportunity

e The EPA is inviting written feedback on how it assesses community

financial capacity when negotiating implementation schedules under both
permits and enforcement agreements. This could influence how
regulatory burdens are applied to smaller or rural Arizona communities
managing water infrastructure.

e Comments are due by May 26, 2026.
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Agriculture and Rural Development
Notice: Revising Establishment Sizes for Meat, Poultry, and Egg
Products

e The Food Safety and Inspection Service has published an advance notice

of proposed rulemaking to revise how it defines establishment sizes for

purposes of oversight of meat and poultry establishments and egg product
plants. The FSIS is requesting public input to inform potential changes to
how the agency defines these establishment sizes.

e Comments are due by May 26, 2026

Final Rule: National Environmental Policy Act Implementation
Revisions

e The U.S. Department of Agriculture adopted an interim final rule,

originally published on July 3, 2025, which revised and removed certain
regulations implementing the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA).
The changes to NEPA regulations were in response to CEQ recissions of
regulations, congressional action that overhauled Title 1 of NEPA, and the
Supreme Court’s decision in Seven County Infrastructure Coalition v.
Eagle County, Colorado. Through this final rule, USDA intends to make
the NEPA review process more efficient and certain.

Final Rule: Regulatory Revisions and Federal Crop Insurance Policy
Provisions

e The Federal Crop Insurance Corporation (FCIC) has issued a final rule
that amends regulations to final agency determinations, ensuring that
they are binding only to the parties requesting them, and are not generally
applicable. The rule also removes Federal Crop Insurance policy
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e The rule is effective May 1, 2026.

Source: U.S. Forest Service, USDA

Forestry

USFS Announces Plans to Consolidate Operations

o On March 31, the Secretary of Agriculture announced plans to

consolidate US Forest Service operations and move the headquarters from
Washington, D.C. to Salt Lake City, Utah.

e The USFS plans to close its regional forest offices, replacing them with 15
state offices. The Arizona state office will be located in Phoenix, and will
handle “legislative affairs, communication, and intergovernmental
coordination”.

e The USFS will consolidate its research operations into a single
organization headquartered in Fort Collins, Colorado. As part of the
consolidation, 57 research stations will be closed, 20 will be retained, and
others are continuing to be evaluated. The research station in Flagstaff
will be retained.

e This transition will occur in phases over 2 years.

State Forest Law and Policy — Public Comment Opportunity

e U.S. Forest Service is requesting comment for an information collection
on how U.S. States and Territories regulate and incentivize forest
management on private and State lands.

e Comments are due by June 12, 2026
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assessments collected by U.S. Customs and Border Protection on
imported softwood to be based on the nominal size of a board, rather than
the net size. It would also add one additional membership to the Softwood
Lumber Board representing the U.S. South, based on the increase of the
proportion of manufactured lumber from the U.S. South region.

e Comments are due April 29, 2026

Final Rule: Special Land Use Filming and Still Photography

e The U.S. Forest Service issued a final rule to update their regulations on

filming and still photography to be consistent with requirements in the
EXPLORE act that reduce permitting and authorization requirements.

Final Rule: Definition of a Ski Area

e The U.S. Forest Service issued a final rule that revises the definition of a

ski area to align more closely with their statutory authority and reduce the
burden on special use permit holders.

Grazing Permit Application Forms — Public Comment Opportunity

e The U.S. Forest Service is proposing to renew its information collection

requirements for grazing permits, with no substantive changes, but
introduces a new standardized grazing agreement form to improve
consistency and coordination with grazing associations. The agency is
seeking public comment to improve or streamline the process.

e Comments are due by May 18.

Management of Wild Free-Roaming Horses and Burros — Public
Comment Opportunity

e U.S. Forest Service is seeking public comment on the management of wild

free-roaming horses and burros, in which excess wild horses and burros

are placed into private custody if they are determined to be
overpopulated. The Forest Service has developed 5 forms to support the
adoption or purchase of wild horses and burros.

e Comments are due by May 26, 2026
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Water

Emergency Actions to Protect Glen Canyon Dam

e On April 17th, the Bureau of Reclamation announced emergency drought

response measures to protect Glen Canyon Dam and stabilize water levels
in Lake Powell.

e The Bureau has received consent of the four Upper Basin states to release
water from the Flaming Gorge, delivering between 660,000 acre-feet and
1 million acre-feet over the next year. The Bureau will also cut water
releases from Lake Powell from 7.48 million acre-feet to 6 million acre-
feet, marking the first time that the Bureau has invoked its Section 6(E),
authority granted in 2024.

e The current elevation of Lake Powell is 3,526 feet. If the Lake were to drop
below 3,490 feet, the ability to generate hydropower stops.

e The watershed has been stressed by record low-snow pack and a March
heatwave, and natural inflows into the lake are the lowest on record.
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Source: U.S. Department of Interior

Public Lands

Notice: BLM Salvage Harvest Categorical Exclusion

e The Bureau of Land Management issued a notice signaling its intent to

restore a categorical exclusion for salvage timber harvest, allowing
expedited removal of dead and dying trees across areas of up to 5,000
acres. This change aims to allow land managers to accelerate post-
disturbance recovery, reduce wildfire load, and recover economic value
from timber, while limiting the need for extensive NEPA reviews.

e Comments are due no later than May 6, 2026.

Notice: BLM Forest and Woodland Density Management Categorical
Exclusion

e The Bureau of Land Management is proposing a new categorical exclusion

to allow forest thinning and density management activities on up to 5,000
acres, significantly expanding beyond the current 70-acre limit. The
proposal is intended to increase the pace and scale of wildfire risk
reduction, improve forest resilience, and support timber production by
streamlining environmental review for these activities.

e Comments are due no later than May 6, 2026.

Notice: Sale of Public Lands in La Paz County, AZ

e The BLM posted a notice signaling intent to sell 640 acres of public land
to 174 Power Global, LLC, to facilitate economic development and resolve
management challenges of an isolated tract without public access. 174
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e Comments are due by May 15, 2026

xr

Notice: Rate Adjustments for Indian Irrigation Projects

e The Bureau of Indian Affairs posted a notice to adjust irrigation rate
assessments for the Calendar Year 2027, with impacts for the San Carlos
Irrigation Project, Colorado River Irrigation Project, and Yuma Project in
Arizona.

e Comments are due by May 22, 2026.

Final Rule: Motor Vehicles in Glen Canyon National Recreation Area

e Following congressional disapproval signed into law, The National Park
Service has withdrawn a final rule that prohibited the use of off-highway

vehicles (OHVs) and street-legal ATVs on an 8 mile segment of the Poison
Spring Loop, and eliminated the Park’s Superintendent from restricting
the use of OHVs and street-legal ATVs on the upper portion of the Flint
Trail.

Source: South32

Mining and Minerals
Final Rule: Backfilling and Grading
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distance performance standards for the completion of rough backfilling
and grading for surface mining operations. The standards had been
suspended since 1992, but never removed from the Code of Federal

Regulations.
Final Rule: General Reclamation Requirements

e The Office of Surface Mining Reclamation and Enforcement confirmed
the effective date, March 30, 2026, for a final rule that removes outdated
requirements for funding old mine reclamation projects with prior
balance replacement funds.

Policy Developments

Executive Branch

The White House released its budget request for FY2027, indicating the Trump
Administration's policy priorities for the coming fiscal year. Below are the
requested amounts for key departments and agencies impacting natural
resource users. The White House budget acts a starting point for the
congressional appropriations process.

U.S. Department of the Interior

e Bureau of Land Management has requested $936 million, a 33% decrease
in FY26 enacted funds.

e Bureau of Reclamation has requested $1,275 million, a 21.63% decrease
from FY26.

e U.S. Geological Survey has requested $893 million, a 37.11% decrease
from FY26.

e Bureau of Indian Affairs has requested $1,784 million, a 26% decrease
from FY26.

e Fish and Wildlife Service has requested $1,327 million, a 19.58% decrease
from FY26.

e National Park Service has requested $2,206 million, a 32.41% decrease
from FY26

e Office of Surface Mining Reclamation and Enforcement has requested
$286 million, a .35% from FY26.

e U.S. Wildland Fire Service has requested $3,962 million, which is a new
unit under the Department of the Interior.
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U.S. Forest Service has requested $2,137 million, a 65.26% decrease from
FY26. In FY27, the USFS will no longer manage fire operations. Instead,
the US Wildland Fire Service will manage all federal fire operations.

Agricultural Marketing Service has requested $150 million, a 33.33%
decrease form FY26.

Agricultural Research Service has requested $1,699 million, a 4.98%
decrease from FY26.

Natural Resources Conservation Service has requested $111 million, a
87.71% decrease from FY26.

The Farm Service Agency has requested $1,236 million, a 17.71% decrease
from FY26.

Environmental Protection Agency

Science & Technology programs have requested $508,385 thousand, a
31.60% decrease from FY26.

Environmental & Management programs have requested $2,504,386
thousand, a 19.59% decrease from FY26.

The Hazardous Substance Superfund program has requested $290,043
thousand, a 2.58% increase from FY26, but an 83.75% decrease from
FY25 levels.

The State and Tribal Assistance Grants programs have requested $748,118
thousand, an 83.03% decrease from FY26.
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Source: Wikimedia Commons

U.S. CONGRESS

e The U.S. House is expecting a floor vote on the Farm Bill next week,
which is a major, omnibus legislative package that sets national policy for
agriculture, nutrition, conservation, rural development, and forestry.

e The Endangered Species Amendments Act of 2025 was pulled from the

House Floor on April 221 hefore receiving a floor vote. Supporters of the
bill argued that it would make it easier to remove unnecessary protection
from species whose populations have began to recover. Opponents of the
bill argue that it would drastically weaken the ESA by narrowing the scope
for critical habitat designations and lengthen the timelines for the listing
processes, allowing species to decline while decisions are pending.

e H.R. 6380, the Chiricahua National Park Act, passed the House of
Representatives on March 16. It currently awaits a committee vote in the
Senate. The bill would designate Chiricahua as Arizona’s fourth national
park.

e H.R. 1501, the Protect Domestic Mining Act, advanced out of the
House Natural Resource Committee on a 21-16 vote. The bill would make
all mining projects eligible for expedited permitting under the Fixing
America’s Surface Transportation (FAST) Act, and blocks a previous
proposal that limited this treatment to only critical mineral projects.

e On February 24, The House Subcommittee on Energy and Mineral
Resources held a hearing for H.R. 7458, the Domestic Opportunities
for Resource Exploration Act. The bill would expand the areas that
mining companies are allowed to explore for minerals on Forest Service

https://mailchi.mp/7cd593d992a9/nrulpc-regulatory-roundup-issue-14202322 12/15


https://www.congress.gov/crs-product/RS22131
https://www.nytimes.com/2026/04/22/climate/house-vote-endangered-species-earth-day.html
https://www.congress.gov/bill/119th-congress/house-bill/6380/all-actions
https://www.congress.gov/bill/119th-congress/house-bill/1501
https://www.congress.gov/bill/119th-congress/house-bill/7458
http://eepurl.com/dhF98v
https://us17.campaign-archive.com/home/?u=ca8b9c48b493c3309d09fc477&id=5469bf727b
https://us17.campaign-archive.com/feed?u=ca8b9c48b493c3309d09fc477&id=5469bf727b
javascript:;

7/10/26, 9:58 AM NRULPC Regulatory Roundup Issue 15

Subscribe Past Issues Translate ¥

B S e o

Arizona State Legislature

 Governor Katie Hobbs vetoed HB2787, which would have prevented state
officials and agencies from enforcing or cooperating with the Mexican
Wolf Reintroduction Program.

e Governor Katie Hobbs vetoed HB2026, indicating that the bill could lead
to more groundwater over pumping.

e H.B.2029, which prescribes disclosure requirements for eligible entities
applying for a grant from the Water Conservation Grant Fund, was signed
into law by Governor Hobbs on April 13th.

e H.B. 2117 was also signed into law on April 131, The legislation increases
the annual distribution by the Arizona Natural Resource Conservation
Board to each Natural Resource Conservation District with an established
education center from $5,000 to $10,000.

e H.B.2795, which prohibits county ordinances from restricting land use

for small modular reactors failed in the Arizona Senate on a narrow 15-13-

2 vote.
e H.B. 2078, which expands the public notice requirements of aggregate

mining units, successfully advanced out of the Senate Natural Resource
Committee and awaits a final vote.

e Arizona Department of Fire and Forestry Management has started to
utilize innovative Al wildfire cameras to improve the response time to

wildfires.

Source: U.S. Forest Service

New Research

e The Ecological Restoration Institute at Northern Arizona University
published a White Paper titled “A History of the Four Forest Restoration
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treat 2.4 million acres of ponderosa pine and mixed conifer forest to

restore ecosystems and reduce the risk of catastrophic wildfire.

New analysis from Carbon Brief shows that 2026 is on track to be the

second warmest year on record, driven by the development of strong El

Nifio event by early autumn.
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Source: The Wilderness Society

New Tools

e The Wilderness Society developed an interactive map that shows all active

mining claims on lands owned by the US Forest Service and Bureau of
Land Management, and how they intersect with various conservation
designations.

The U.S. Geological Survey, through the Southwest Fire Innovation

Landscape Network, has made available 3D fuel monitoring datasets

collected with terrestrial lidar to support effective land management
decision-making.
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The Regulatory Round-up summarizes recent federal
and state agency rulemaking, policy, case law, funding
opportunities and planning tools that may be of
interest to the natural resource users community.
Please visit the NRULPC website to view

the newsletter past issues (Natural Resource

Briefs), Regulatory Round-ups or access programs
and other information.
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