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Issue 14 January -March 2026

Good morning,

Welcome to the Regulatory Roundup! This newsletter, published by the
Natural Resource Users Law and Policy Center (NRULPC), summarizes recent
regulatory and policy developments affecting natural resource users across
Arizona.

This issue covers the first 3.5 months of 2026 and summarizes relevant notices
and rules published in the Federal Register, as well as notable state and federal
policy developments.  Additionally, the newsletter shares tools, research, and
other resources to support sustainable natural resource management.

Future editions will be published monthly to provide timely updates on
proposed rules, opportunities for public comment, and relevant grant funding
deadlines.

As the Regulatory Roundup finds new life, we hope it becomes an easy resource
for natural resource users, students, legal and policy professionals, researchers,
and others interested in staying informed about Arizona's evolving natural
resource policy landscape. If you have questions about how a notice or rule
included in the Regulatory Roundup might affect you, please do not hesitate to
reach out to the NRULPC. Our team of policy and legal experts is ready to help
you navigate shifting regulations.

We’d love to hear from you! Please contact Evan Nye at enye@arizona.edu with
any comments, questions, or suggestions for future issues.

Sincerely,
Evan Nye

At A Glance
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The EPA repeals the 2009 Endangerment Finding, which has provided
the legal basis for greenhouse gas regulation over the last 16 years.
The Farmer Bridge Assistance Program is now effective, providing $11
billion in one-time payments to American farmers to offset trade and
market disruptions.
The Department of Interior adopted a final rule that overhauled its NEPA
regulations, prioritizing speed and flexibility in environmental reviews.
The U.S. Forest Service published the Final Environmental Impact
Statement and Draft Record of Decision for the Hermosa Mine near
Patagonia, Arizona.
The Farm Bill, titled "Farm, Food, and National Security Act of
2026" advanced out of the U.S. House Agriculture Committee on a
bipartisan vote of 34-17.
Over 2,100 bills were introduced in the Arizona state legislature, breaking
a state record, including multiple bills impacting natural resource users.
Science: A first of its kind national assessment details the declining state
of nature across the United States and is open for public comment.

Source: Stanford Woods Institute for the Environment

Environment
Final Rule: EPA Rescinds 2009 Greenhouse Gas Endangerment
Finding and Vehicle Standards

EPA issued a final rule rescinding the 2009 endangerment finding and
repealing greenhouse gas emission standards for vehicles.
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The "Endangerment Finding" cited decades of scientific research to find
that six greenhouse gases "threaten the public health and welfare of
current and future generations". A concurrent finding found that
emissions from motor vehicles contribute to greenhouse gas pollution in
the atmosphere.
While the original finding did not pose any requirements on industry, it
has provided the legal basis for regulating greenhouse gas emissions
under the Clean Air Act.
To learn more, please read this explainer published by the World
Resources Institute or listen to this podcast by the Kleinman Center for
Energy Policy at the University of Pennsylvania.

Final Rule: Mercury and Air Toxics Standards (MATS) Amendments
Repealed

EPA finalized repeal of several 2024 amendments to the Mercury and Air
Toxics Standards for coal- and oil-fired power plants.

Proposed Rule: Interstate Transport State Implementation Plan
Proposals

EPA proposes to approve interstate transport state implementation plan
submissions from several states, including Arizona, addressing cross-state
ozone pollution under the Clean Air Act.
Comments are due: March 23, 2026

Proposed Rule: Hayden Sulfur Dioxide Plan Approved

EPA proposed approval of Arizona’s state implementation plan for
attaining federal sulfur dioxide ambient air quality standards in the
Hayden nonattainment area, including the state’s attainment
demonstration and related control measures.
Comments are due April 3, 2026.

Proposed Rule: Hazardous Facility Response Plan Compliance Delay

EPA proposed delaying compliance dates for hazardous substance facility
response plan requirements for certain onshore facilities that could cause
substantial harm from a worst-case discharge.
Comments are due April 6, 2026

Tribal Air Permit – Lupton, Arizona Facility
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EPA Region 9 issued a Tribal Minor New Source Review permit for the
Lupton Petroleum processing and storage facility in northeastern Arizona.

Abandoned Hardrock Mine Cleanup Guidance Issued

EPA released final guidance on financial assistance requirements under
the 2024 Good Samaritan Remediation of Abandoned Hardrock Mines
Act, which supports pilot cleanup projects at abandoned hardrock mine
sites.

Source: AZWater.gov

Agriculture and Rural Development
USDA Strategic Economic and Community Development Program –
Funding Available

USDA has published a notice of funding opportunities for the Strategic
Economic and Community Development Program supporting multi-
jurisdictional and multi-sectoral strategic community investment plans.

$11 Billion Farmer Bridge Assistance Program Begins

The Commodity Credit Corporation (CCC) issued a final rule to provide
$11 billion in one-time bridge payments to American farmers in response
to temporary trade market disruptions and increased production costs.
Payments will support producers until expanded farm program assistance
begins in October 2026.

USDA Rural Development Loan Guarantee Programs – FY2026
Terms
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USDA announced guarantee fee rates and loan guarantee percentages for
several Rural Development programs, including the Business and
Industry Loan Guarantee Program, Water and Waste Disposal Program,
Community Facilities Program, and Rural Energy for America Program.

Final Rule: Updates to ARC, PLC, and Dairy Margin Coverage
Programs

The USDA has finalized revisions to major farm safety-net programs,
including the Agriculture Risk Coverage, Price Loss Coverage, and Dairy
Margin Coverage Programs, following the One Big Beautiful Act. This rule
adjusts reference prices, payment provisions, and program elections and
extends the Dairy Margin Coverage Program through 2031.

Rural Microentrepreneur Assistance Program (RMAP) – Funding
Opportunity

USDA Rural Development is accepting applications for grants and loans
to support rural microbusiness development and entrepreneurship.

Organic Standards – Substances Renewed

The Agricultural Marketing Service announced the renewal of 56
substances listed on the National List of Allowed and Prohibited
Substances within the U.S. Department of Agriculture's organic
regulations.

NRCS Advancing Markets for Producers – Public Comment
Opportunity

The Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) is requesting
comments on an information collection related to its program “Advancing
Markets for Producers”. It seeks to support new markets, improved
supply chains, and direct-to-consumer sales for agriculture producers.
Comments are due April 13, 2026.

FSIS Inspection Fees for 2026

USDA announced inspection and certification fees for meat, poultry, and
egg product establishments. Most rates for 2026 will be the same for
2025, while laboratory services fees will decrease.

Proposed Rule: Faster Poultry Processing Line Speeds
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The Food Safety and Inspection Service proposes allowing poultry
establishments  operating under the New Poultry Inspection System to
process up to 175 birds per minute, while maintaining federal inspection
oversight.
Comments are due: April 20, 2026

Proposed Rule: Swine Slaughter Line Speed Flexibility

The Food Safety and Inspection Services proposes allowing pork
processing facilities to determine their own slaughter line speeds if they
can maintain inspection and process control standards.
Comments are due: April 20, 2026

USDA Tribal Advisory Committee – Nominations Requested

USDA is seeking nominations for three vacancies on its Tribal Advisory
Committee, which advises the Department on policies affecting Tribal
agriculture and natural resource programs.
Nominations must be submitted by March 31, 2026

Source: U.S. Forest Service, USDA

Forestry
Proposed Rule: Mining Operations on National Forest Lands

U.S. Forest Service is requesting public comment on a proposed rule to
revise its regulations governing occupancy and use of the surface of
National Forest System lands in connection with locatable mineral
operations.
Comments are requested by April 21, 2026.
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Legal Notices for Southwestern Region National Forests

U.S. Forest Service announced that legal notices for National Forest
System lands in Arizona will be published in the East Valley Tribune
(Tempe, Arizona). These notices include public comment opportunities,
decisions, and objections.

Nationwide Post-Fire Recovery Environmental Assessment

U.S. Forest Service is preparing a nationwide environmental assessment
analyzing common post-fire recovery actions on national forests. The
assessment will examine activities such as infrastructure protection, fuel
reduction, salvage logging, and establish restored fire conditions. USFS
expects to publish the final Post-Fire Recovery Environmental
Assessment in April 2026.

Final Rule: Oil and Gas Development Rules Updated for National
Forest Lands

U.S. Forest Service has finalized revisions to regulations governing
Federal oil and gas resources within National Forest Systems.
The changes do not alter the basic responsibilities of the USFS or oil and
gas operators. Instead, the changes seek to "clarify procedures, reduce
redundancy, and promote harmonious interactions with other existing
rules"

Endangered Species Permits – Public Comment Opportunity

Fish and Wildlife Service is inviting public comment on applications to
conduct certain activities with foreign species that are listed as
endangered under the Endangered Species Act, such as research.

Comments are due by April 1st.

Endangered Species 5-Year Status Reviews Announced

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service is conducting 5-year reviews for 14
listed species in the Southwest, and 56 species in the Pacific Southwest.

New information must be submitted no later than April 10th.
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Source: U.S. Department of Interior

Public Lands
National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) Implementing
Regulations — Final Rule (DOI)

The Department of Interior has adopted a final rule that overhauls NEPA
regulations to prioritize speed and flexibility in environmental reviews,
shifting most procedures out of formal rule making and into DOI's
internal handbook.
This short article by the law firm WilmerHale has more insight on the
impacts of this change.

Sonoran Desert National Monument Plan Amendment – Target
Shooting

Bureau of Land Management has filed a notice of intent to amend the
resource management plan for the Sonoran Desert National Monument,
and prepare an associated environmental assessment concerning
recreational target shooting.
Comments are due March 30, 2026.

Tribal Self-Governance Program – Participation Deadline

The Department of the Interior announced deadlines for Tribes seeking to
participate in the Tribal Self-Governance Program beginning in fiscal year
2027. Requests to participate are due by April 4, 2026, and completed
calendar year applications are due by July 5, 2026.

Wild Horse and Burro Advisory Board – Nominations Requested
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Bureau of Land Management has published a request for public
nominations for six positions on the Wild Horse and Burro advisory
board. The Board provides advice “concerning the management,
protection, and control of wild free-roaming horses and burros on public
lands”.
Nominations are due April 13, 2026

Source: South32

Mining and Minerals
Navajo Mine Expansion – Environmental Impact Statement Planned

The Office of Surface Mining Reclamation and Enforcement announced it
will prepare an environmental impact statement (EIS) for Navajo
Transitional Energy Company’s permit within NTEC’s existing Navajo
Mine Lease. If approved, the permit boundary would encompass 11,526
acres and authorize the recovery of 502 million tons of Navajo Nation
coal.

Hermosa Critical Minerals Project – Final Environmental Impact
Statement Released

On March 5th, The United States Forest Service published the Final
Environmental Impact Statement and Draft Record of Decision for the
Hermosa Critical Minerals project near Patagonia, Arizona on the
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Coronado National Forest. Objections must be submitted no later than
April 19, 2026.
The mine is the nation's first critical minerals mine, but is located in a
biologically sensitive area known as the Sky Islands. This article by Inside
Climate News provides additional insight on the Hermosa Critical
Minerals Project.

Federal Surface Mining Regulations – Administrative Units

The Office of Surface Mining Reclamation and Enforcement issued
several rule updates affecting implementation of the Surface Mining
Control and Reclamation Act, including:

Delaying implementation of revisions to general reclamation
requirements
Rescinding outdated performance standards related to siltation
structures and subsidence controls
Restoring elements of a 2020 rule governing federal oversight of
state regulatory programs

Policy Developments

U.S. CONGRESS

On  December 29, 2025, Public Law 119-68 known as “La Paz County
Solar Energy and Job Creation Act” was signed into law by President
Trump. It conveys 3,400 acres of land managed by the Bureau of Land
Management to La Paz County, Arizona.
On October 22, 2025, S. 1462, known as the “Fix Our Forest Act”,
advanced out of the U.S. Senate Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry
Committee and awaits consideration by the full Senate. The legislation
aims to expedite environmental reviews for forest management projects
and reduce litigation associated with these activities. Among other
provisions, the bill establishes new and expanded programs to reduce
wildfire risks across large, high-priority “firesheds”, creates a single
interagency program to help communities in the Wildland-Urban
Interface, and allows utilities to remove trees near utility lines. Click here
to read more about the bill.
On December 18, 2025, the House of Representatives passed the Mining
Regulatory Clarity Act of 2025, which now awaits consideration
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in the Senate. The bill seeks to provide regulatory clarity by creating a
new category of mill sites for activities ancillary to mining that operators
can include within the boundaries of an approved plan of operations. The
legislation also creates an “Abandoned Hardrock Mine Fund” to support
the reclamation program established under the Infrastructure Investment
and Jobs Act. 

The bill was introduced in response to a May 2022 decision by the
U.S. Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit which revoked an
approved U.S. Forest Service mine plan of operations for the
Rosemont Copper Mine Project in Arizona.

On March 3, 2026, the House of Representatives passed H.R. 755, known
as the “Critical Minerals Consistency Act of 2025”, which seeks to
expand the definition of critical minerals to include critical materials
designated by the Department of Energy. The bill has been received in the
Senate and awaits debate.
On March 5, 2026, the House Agriculture Committee advanced its version
of the next 5-year Farm Bill, titled the Farm, Food, and National
Security Act of 2026 (FFNS 2026), out of committee by a bipartisan
vote of 34-17. The bill now awaits consideration by the full House before it
can be transmitted to the Senate.

At more than 800 pages long, the FFNS 2026 is a sweeping piece of
legislation that reauthorizes and updates programs related to
commodities, conservation, agricultural trade and promotion,
nutrition, farm credit, rural development, agriculture research,
forestry, energy, horticulture, crop insurance, animal health, and
meat processing, among other topics.
The House Agriculture Committee has published helpful resources
to help understand all that is included in the FFNS 2026.

Arizona lawmakers have introduced companion legislation in the House
(H.R. 6380, sponsored by Rep. Juan Ciscomani) and Senate (S. 3715,
sponsored by Sen. Mark Kelly & Sen. Ruben Gallego) to designate
Chiricahua as Arizona’s Fourth National Park. In the House of
Representatives, the bill has advanced out of committee and awaits a full
vote by the chamber.

Arizona State Legislature

It was recently crossover week at the State Capitol, and there are a few
bills being considered by lawmakers that might be of interest to natural
resource users.
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H.B. 2156 - Appropriates an unspecified amount from the state
General Fund in FY 2027 to the Livestock Compensation Fund.  
H.B. 2117 – Increases the annual distribution by the Arizona
Natural Resource Conservation Board to each Natural Resource
Conservation District with an established education center from
$5,000 to $10,000.
H.B. 2912 – Requires an electric public service corporation to
prepare integrated resource plans for the Arizona Corporation
Commission every 3 years.
H.B. 2013 – Directs the Arizona Department of Environmental
Quality to file an exceptional event demonstration to the EPA if a
wildfire occurs on federally managed lands.
H.B. 2150 – Continues the Arizona State Land Department for four
years.
HCM2006 – Urges the U.S. President and Congress to reform the
federal Endangered Species Act and federal Migratory Bird
Conservation Act, and reduce burdensome regulatory requirements
on ranchers.
H.B. 2078 – Expands public notice requirements of owners or
operators of aggregate mining units, retroactive to September 15,
2024.
S.B. 1418 – Allows the construction and operation of small
modular nuclear reactors (SMRs) without being precluded from
county zoning or obtaining a Certificate of Environmental
Compatibility, if certain conditions are met.
S.B. 1280 – Prohibits the AZ Game and Fish Department from
transporting Mexican Gray Wolf puppies into state boundaries, and
from using public funds to transport Mexican Gray Wolf puppies
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Source: Nature Record National Assessment

New Research
The draft Nature Record National Assessment is open for public review and
comment.

This nature assessment is a first of its kind report that takes stock of US
lands, waters, biodiversity, and wildlife and the benefits they provide for
the country’s economy, health, culture, security, and climate.
It is the result of a collaborative research effort among 150 scientists and
experts. Dr. Sharon Collinge, Director of the Arizona Institute for
Resilience, was the lead author for the chapter “Status, Trends, and
Future Projections of Terrestrial Ecosystems in the US”.

Arizona’s Department of Forestry and Fire Management published their “2025
Arizona Forest Health Conditions” report.

This annual report is a summary of findings gathered from an aerial
survey of millions of acres of Arizona’s forests and woodland resources.
It provides data on damage from bark beetles and abiotic agents, as well
as status updates for each of Arizona’s five DFFM districts.
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Source: National Protected Rivers Assessment Tool

New Tools
National Protected Rivers Assessment Tool

This tool, published by American Rivers and Conservation Science
Partners, is an interactive tool providing a nationwide inventory of
present-day river protection status along with a series of indicators
capturing the main values and threats to rivers.

Stock Smart

A decision support tool developed by Washington State University and the
University of Arizona for grazing management in a variable and changing
world. The tool can be used to calculate stocking rates for cattle, horses,
and sheep on landscape in the Western U.S.

Landscape Explorer from Working Lands for Wildlife

Uses historic and current aerial imagery to highlight how our landscapes

have changed since the mid 20th century.

UA Climate Reports for Natural Resource Management and Planning

Provides monthly weather and climate information for US Forest Service
Region 3 National Forests (Arizona & New Mexico), among other land
management units.
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ABOUT THE REGULATORY ROUND-UP

The Regulatory Round-up summarizes recent federal
and state agency rulemaking, policy, case law, funding
opportunities and planning tools that may be of
interest to the natural resource users community.
Please visit the NRULPC website to view
the newsletter past issues (Natural Resource
Briefs), Regulatory Round-ups or access programs
and other information.
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