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Directors' Message
Greetings friends,

The school year may have ended for the University of Arizona, but the NRULPC
continues working straight through the summer and into the Fall semester.

I am pleased to announce that we are currently processing the paperwork to hire
Ms. Stefanie Smallhouse as the next Executive Director of the NRULPC. Stefanie
has not officially started yet and we will wait until she does to give her the full
welcome she deserves. However, I thought those who take the time to read our
newsletter deserved to hear the news early.
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resources and rural communities. Over the past several months, we have begun
important strategic planning discussions for the future of the NRULPC, and that
work will continue as we move into this next chapter.

With Stefanie at the helm, I am confident the Center will continue to grow,
strengthen student engagement opportunities, and expand its service to the
natural resource users and rural communities of Arizona.

As for me, it has truly been a pleasure serving as Interim Director over the past
year-plus. I deeply appreciate the support, patience, and input so many of you
have provided during this transition period. Most importantly, I am grateful to
know that I am leaving the Center in very capable hands.

Thank you again for your continued support of the NRULPC as we turn the page
toward an exciting new chapter.

Best regards,
Ed Martin
Director, University of Arizona Cooperative Extension

Celebrating Earth Day with Friends of Madera Canyon
Evan Nye

On April 18th, the
NRULPC joined the
Friends of Madera
Canyon, Wild Arizona,
and over 40 volunteers
and partners, in
celebrating Earth Day

for a morning of
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m— planted over 1,000
seed balls of native
wildflowers and grasses along Old Baldy Trail in Coronado National Forest.
Using a recipe developed by Dr. Elise Gornish at the University of Arizona
Cooperative Extension, the seedballs are designed to restore ecosystems in arid
landscapes and support erosion control along the trail. Earlier this year, the
Friends of Madera Canyon had helped restore Oldy Baldy Trail, moving the

walking path by a few feet, clearing it of debris, and creating natural indicators
designed to keep hikers on the trail.

A valued partner of the NRULPC, the Friends of Madera Canyon is a 501(c)3
volunteer organization affiliated with the U.S. Forest Service that is dedicated to
educating the public and conserving the natural resources and restoring the
habitat, trails, and infrastructure of Madera Canyon. Founded in 1987, the
organization contributes 10,000 volunteer hours annually to support public
access, education, and community stewardship of Madera Canyon. Kristin
Wisneski-Blum, Executive Director of the Friends of Madera Canyon, shared
“The Earth Day event was a powerful reminder that when partners work
together, big things are possible. Collaborating with the NRULPC, Wild Arizona,
Santa Rita Lodge, Reid Park Zoo, UA Cooperative Extension and Dr. Elise
Gornish's Lab, Sahuarita High School Biotech, Walden Grove High School Key
Club, Anza Trail Middle School, and the Green Valley and Sahuarita Hiking
Clubs—along with Borderlands Restoration Nursery & Seed—demonstrates the
incredible impact we can have on the canyon when we pool our expertise and
passion”.

Located in the Santa Rita Mountains, Madera Canyon is a beautiful, wooded
recreation area with excellent hiking options and rich ecological diversity — over
250 species of birds have been identified in the canyon, making it a favorite spot
for bird watchers. The Friends of Madera Canyon is membership and volunteer-
driven. To learn more about their work, upcoming events, or to become a
member, please visit their website at friendsofmaderacanyon.org or follow them

on Facebook for the latest canyon updates and volunteer opportunities. Contact
Kristin for all other inquires: executivedirector@friendsofmaderacanyon.org

2026 End of Semester Policy Cats Update


https://friendsofmaderacanyon.org/
https://friendsofmaderacanyon.org/
https://www.facebook.com/friendsofmaderacanyon
https://www.facebook.com/friendsofmaderacanyon
mailto:executivedirector@friendsofmaderacanyon.org
mailto:executivedirector@friendsofmaderacanyon.org
http://eepurl.com/dhF98v
https://us17.campaign-archive.com/home/?u=ca8b9c48b493c3309d09fc477&id=5469bf727b
http://eepurl.com/dhF98v
https://us17.campaign-archive.com/home/?u=ca8b9c48b493c3309d09fc477&id=5469bf727b
javascript:;
javascript:;
javascript:;

Subscribe Past Issues Translate ¥

The NRULPC for the first time conducted a spring hybrid in person and online
internship program called “Policy Cats.” The program focused on exposure to
the Arizona political landscape as a whole, as well as the role natural resource
focused political organizations play in the legislative process. This internship
offered a unique opportunity for University of Arizona, College of Agriculture,
Life & Environmental Sciences (CALES) students interested in agriculture,
natural resources, experience at the capitol, and state and federal policy.

NRULPC graduated its inaugural cohort of Policy Cat Interns on May 5, 2026.
Olivia Carroll and Harper Ostrich presented about their work with the Arizona
Farm Bureau. Ramine Mohebbi and William Santos presented on their work
with the Arizona Rock Products Association.
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From left to right: Director of Cooperative Extension Dr. Ed Martin, Harper
Ostrich, Olivia Carroll, William Santos, Ramine Mohebbi, Taylor Bowen

All four students had the opportunity to track natural resource legislation,
attend statewide stakeholder meetings, presentations and networking events,
and watch the legislative process take place in real time by attending sessions at
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their prospective members and industries. While immersing themselves in these
experiences, students sharpened their communication skills, overall
professionalism, networking capabilities, confidence, and leadership skills. They
also strengthened their abilities to conduct research and analyze policy.

The NRULPC is extremely grateful for the partnership between the Arizona
Farm Bureau and the Arizona Rock Products Association for taking a leap of
faith to work with the NRULPC for this internship program. Policy Cats would
not be possible without their generosity, dedication and passion for giving back

to students. We look forward to continuing working with them, as well as other
natural resource focused organizations for many years to come.

We are very proud of all four Policy Cat interns and their hard work over this
semester. They took advantage of every opportunity given. We look forward to
supporting Olivia, Harper, Ramine and William in their future endeavors.

If you know a student or natural resource organization who may be interested in
participating in the future, reach out to Taylor Bowen, our Agriculture Policy
and Outreach Manager at tjrogers@arizona.edu.

Natural Resource Use and Management Clinic Update
John Barrett

It was a busy semester for the Natural Resource Use and Management Clinic!
This spring, there were eight students enrolled in the Clinic, all of them either
second or third year law students. In contrast to more traditional law classes
where students read statutes and judicial opinions, attend lectures and
participate in discussion and debate about legal principles and precedent, the
Clinic takes a more hands-on approach and focuses on the relationship between
attorney and client. And unlike many law school clinics, students in the Natural
Resource Use and Management Clinic spend time on transactional matters
rather than litigation.

One project saw students working with a research scientist in UA School of
Natural Resources and the Environment and the Altar Valley Conservation
Alliance to facilitate habitat restoration and species recovery efforts on private
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landowners’ ability to operate their ranches. Dr. Aaron Flesch, the lead
researcher, said that he enjoyed working with the students and getting them into
the field. He says the students’ “understanding of the legal issues and great
questions about the proposed conservation fostered collaboration with the
landowners.” Sarah King, the Altar Valley Conservation Alliance’s Executive
Director, said that “working with the Clinic students was a rewarding
experience” and “a great opportunity to engage with the next generation and
help connect classroom learning with real-world natural resource challenges.”

Several students in the Clinic also learned about the importance of conservation
easements as a way to not only protect habitat and natural resources in Arizona
but as an important tool for landowners interested in preserving their legacy
ranches from urban encroachment and future development. Those students
drafted a model conservation easement for the Arizona Department of Forestry
and Fire Management which engages directly with landowners looking to
protect their land through the U.S. Forest Service’s Forest Legacy Program.
Every conservation is unique, but having an Arizona-specific template gives the
agency a solid foundation for detailed negotiations with landowners and should
make the process more efficient. While they were drafting the documents,
students not only worked directly with staff from the Forestry and Fire
Management, but they learned about easements in meetings with staff from the
Nature Conservancy and Arizona Land and Water Trust, as well as visits to
protected ranches and discussion withlandowners.

In addition to working with clients, students
enjoyed field trips around southern Arizona. A few
students spent the day visiting a farm and ranch in
Cochise County to learn about conservation
easement monitoring and the legal relationship
between the owners of protected lands and their
non-profit land-trust partners. Other students
visited the University's own San Xavier mine,
which is an underground, non-producing training
and educational facility.

Photo: Students leaving the San Xavier mine.
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Interview with Dr. Rebecca Tsosie, Recipient of the Lawrence R.
Baca Lifetime Achievement Award for Excellence in Federal
Indian Law

Evan Nye

Professor Rebecca Tsosie is an Affiliated Member of the NRULPC, and a Regents
Professor and Morris K. Udall
Professor of Law at the James E.

Rogers College of Law. She joined
the UA faculty in 2016, after 22 years
on the law faculty of Arizona State
University. Professor Tsosie served
as the first faculty Executive Director
of ASU's newly established Indian
Legal Program, a position she held
for 15 years. In that position,
Professor Tsosie facilitated federal
agency consultations with Native

\b

Nations, and she also worked with
tribal governments as they navigated the NEPA process and various cultural
resource protection statutes.

She is an accomplished researcher with over 40 published review articles and
book chapters and has contributed to foundational casebooks including
American Indian Law: Native Nations and the Federal System.

When asked about her decision to pursue a career in law, she credits an early
mentor, Dr. Carole E. Goldberg at UCLA for pushing her to apply to law school.
Tsosie quickly developed a passion for law, believing that it carried a sense of
agency and a commitment to justice. Decades later, Professor Tsosie has served
as a mentor for hundreds of law students at the University of Arizona and
Arizona State University, sharing her insights with the next generation of legal
professionals.

"I always tell my own students to do your own thinking," she shared. "I tell
them that a commitment to justice is not "either/or," and that they need to
follow their own sense of what is required."
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Tsosie recently received the Lawrence R. Baca Lifetime Achievement Award for
Excellence in Federal Indian Law. During the awards ceremony in early April,
she was touched by the hundreds of students and colleagues who were there in
attendance to watch her receive the recognition.

“For me personally, my whole career has been teaching students to work for and
with tribes. I'm honored to serve my students, and I have immense love for my
students and colleagues”.

Dr. Rebecca Tsosie plans to continue her impactful work mentoring students,
participating in important policy and law conversations, and acting as a bridge
for stakeholders with Native nations and communities. She still maintains her
“interest in the shared vision among and between stakeholders”, and is
beginning to look at the impact of new technologies like artificial intelligence on
the legal field.

She encourages natural resource professionals at the state and local level who
want to build stronger relationships with Native nations and communities to
reach out with respect and appreciation. “The work around natural resources
requires a depth of knowledge. But that knowledge can come from different
sources, and indigenous communities have important information and
knowledge to share”.

New NRULPC Advisory Board Member
Welcome Mark McGinnis!

Mark McGinnis is an attorney with the law firm of Salmon, Lewis & Weldon in
Phoenix and has been practicing water,
energy, and natural resources law in
Arizona since 1991. His primary clients
include the Salt River Project, several
irrigation and electrical districts, individual
farmers and ranchers, and commercial and
residential developers. Much of his work
has involved water-related litigation,
including spending more than three
decades in the Arizona general stream
adjudications and more than two decades
in proceedings before the Arizona
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state’s more than 39,000 watercourses
were navigable at statehood. He also
represented a rancher in the only case

regarding cattle brands known to have
reached the Arizona Supreme Court in at least the last seven decades.

Mark served as an Adjunct Professor teaching water law at the Arizona State
University (ASU) law school for twenty years and has been a frequent guest speaker
in undergraduate and law school classes at ASU and the University of Arizona (U of
A), including Agriculture Environmental and Legal Issues undergraduate class taught
by Joe Willis (also a NRULPC Advisory Board member). He also served as the Chair
of the U of A, College of Agriculture, Life & Environmental Sciences (CALES) Alumni
Council and has been active on the Alumni Board of the Alpha Gamma Rho fraternity
at the U of A for almost forty years.

Mark graduated with a B.S. and M.S. from the U of A in Agricultural and Resource
Economics and has a law degree from ASU. After his undergraduate work, he spent
two years as an agricultural loan officer/appraiser with the Farm Credit System in
Yuma and the Imperial Valley. Mark lives in Tempe with his wife, Paula. They have
two grown sons who also live in the Phoenix area.

Building Markets for Arizona's Forest Biomass
Evan Nye

It is no secret that Arizona’s forests are facing increasing risk of
uncharacteristically severe wildfire, threatening millions of households living in
Arizona’s Wildland-Urban Interface. In addition to stresses brought about by
climate change, including drought and the spread of invasive pests, a century of
full-suppression fire management activities has increased the available “fuels” or

organic material in forests that can be consumed by fire. These fuels include
shrubs and young trees which carry flames from the forest floor to tree canopies,
resulting in wildfires that burn hotter, spread more rapidly, and affect larger
areas than past wildfires.

To mitigate the risk of catastrophic wildfire, forest managers utilize a
combination of prescribed fire and mechanized thinning efforts to reduce the
available fuel load and adapt forests to heightened risk of wildfire. In Northern
Arizona, the Four Forest Restoration Initiative (4FRI) is a federal initiative that

seeks to apply these treatments across a vast 2.4 million acre landscape in
Northern Arizona. In addition to commercial roundwood, mechanical thinning
operations produce significant amounts of low-value biomass from forest
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estimates that each acre treated under 4FRI produces 25 green tons of
merchantable small and medium diameter logs, 17 green tons of forest residual
biomass, and 10 green tons of sawmill residuals. The quantities produced by
such activities are resulting in a “biomass bottleneck” which is hampering
restoration efforts and threatening the financial security of the forest products
industry.

Addressing Arizona’s biomass utilization challenge requires a combination of
alternative market development, policy support, and strategic investment. Over
the last few months, the NRULPC has participated in roundtable conversations
with stakeholders and developed educational materials to help stakeholders
understand biomass valorization options. Several engineering solutions can
sustainably add value to low-value biomass, including wood composites,
densified energy (e.g. wood pellets), thermochemical conversion, and
biochemical conversion. Thermochemical conversion uses heat and chemicals to
convert biomass residuals into value-added products and fuels. For example,
Southwest Biochar in Eagar, Arizona uses a form of thermochemical conversion

technology known as pyrolysis to convert forest residuals to biochar — a
powerful soil amendment with agricultural and reclamation applications.
Similarly, Novobiopower’s facility in Snowflake, Arizona utilizes

thermochemical conversion to convert biomass residuals into 14 MW of
electricity.

Debarking Ponderosa pine logs, which are then pressure treated with a
chemical to be used as utility poles. The bark and miscellaneous chips are used
in the pyrolysis machine to produce biochar.
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Four Forest Restoration Initiative, addressing the “biomass bottleneck” requires
an all-of-the above approach to market development. No single technology or
product will be sufficient to utilize the available material. Instead, scaling
biomass utilization will require collaborative policymaking to create incentives,
minimize risk, and stimulate demand for alternative forest products. By creating
reliable markets for restoration byproducts, Arizona can simultaneously reduce
hazardous fuels, lower wildfire risk, support rural economic development,
improve watershed resilience, and advance climate and forest management
goals. A robust biomass utilization sector can transform what is currently viewed
as a costly waste stream into a valuable resource that supports healthier forests
and more resilient communities across the state.

The Regulatory Round-Up Newsletter is Revamped

The NRULPC has restarted the Regulatory Round-Up newsletter to provide natural
resource users and stakeholders across Arizona with concise snapshots on the
latest federal and state policy and regulatory developments. Each edition highlights
major agency action, proposed rules, public comment opportunities, and legislation
developments related to forestry, water, mining, grazing, public lands, and
environmental permitting. The newsletter helps readers stay informed about rapid
evolving regulatory landscape without having to sift through the Federal Register
and legislative text themselves. Subscribe to the newsletter by emailing Evan Nye at
enye@arizona.edu.

New Resources on the
NRULPC Website and Blog

Website

e New Regulatory Roundup added.

Western Lands, Western Waters Blog

¢ No new posts at this time.
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Newsletter and Other Resources

Newsletters

* Vol. 1, Number 1 - November 2, 2017 - Welcome to the First NRULPC Newsletter!
« Vol. 1, Number 2 - December 22, 2017

« Vol. 1, Number 3 - February 9, 2018

+ Vol. 1, Number 4 - March 19, 2018

« Vol. 1, Number 5 - April 30, 2018

« Vol. 1, Number 6 - May 31, 2018

* Vol. 1, Number 7 - July 24, 2018

* Vol. 2, Number 1 - October 19, 2018

« Vol. 2, Number 2 - December 20, 2018

« Vol. 2, Number 3 - February 25, 2019
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Hot topics in natural resource law and policy affecting the American West
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NRULPC Website

The NRULPC website provides information on

the about the center, student programs,
leadership and staff, out publications and the

Advisory Board.

Newsletter

The first issue of the NRULPC newsletter was
released November 2017. It is published at
various times of the year, but generally about

every two months.

Blog
Our Blog posts are carefully researched and

written by NRULPC Clinic students.

Regulatory Roundup
Summarized updates to law, policy, legislative
and regulatory changes. Information made

available several times a year.

Would you like to be on our NRULPC listserve? If so, please contact Sheila Merrigan.

Copyright © 2026 NRULPC, All rights reserved.


https://extension.arizona.edu/nrulpc
https://extension.arizona.edu/nrulpc
https://extension.arizona.edu/nrulpc
https://extension.arizona.edu/nrulpc
https://extension.arizona.edu/nrulpc
https://extension.arizona.edu/nrulpc-newsletter-other-resources
https://extension.arizona.edu/nrulpc-newsletter-other-resources
https://extension.arizona.edu/nrulpc-newsletter-other-resources
https://extension.arizona.edu/nrulpc-newsletter-other-resources
https://extension.arizona.edu/nrulpc-newsletter-other-resources
https://westernlandsblog.arizona.edu/
https://westernlandsblog.arizona.edu/
https://westernlandsblog.arizona.edu/
https://westernlandsblog.arizona.edu/
https://westernlandsblog.arizona.edu/
https://extension.arizona.edu/nrulpc-papers-newsletters-resources
https://extension.arizona.edu/nrulpc-papers-newsletters-resources
https://extension.arizona.edu/nrulpc-papers-newsletters-resources
https://extension.arizona.edu/nrulpc-papers-newsletters-resources
https://extension.arizona.edu/nrulpc-papers-newsletters-resources
mailto:merrigan@cals.arizona.edu
mailto:merrigan@cals.arizona.edu
http://eepurl.com/dhF98v
https://us17.campaign-archive.com/home/?u=ca8b9c48b493c3309d09fc477&id=5469bf727b
http://eepurl.com/dhF98v
https://us17.campaign-archive.com/home/?u=ca8b9c48b493c3309d09fc477&id=5469bf727b
javascript:;
javascript:;
javascript:;

Subscribe Past Issues Translate ¥

2 INTUIT
mailchimp



https://arizona.us17.list-manage.com/profile?u=ca8b9c48b493c3309d09fc477&id=5469bf727b&e=[UNIQID]&c=e70630068c
https://arizona.us17.list-manage.com/profile?u=ca8b9c48b493c3309d09fc477&id=5469bf727b&e=[UNIQID]&c=e70630068c
https://arizona.us17.list-manage.com/unsubscribe?u=ca8b9c48b493c3309d09fc477&id=5469bf727b&t=b&e=[UNIQID]&c=e70630068c
https://arizona.us17.list-manage.com/unsubscribe?u=ca8b9c48b493c3309d09fc477&id=5469bf727b&t=b&e=[UNIQID]&c=e70630068c
https://login.mailchimp.com/signup/email-referral/?aid=ca8b9c48b493c3309d09fc477
https://login.mailchimp.com/signup/email-referral/?aid=ca8b9c48b493c3309d09fc477
http://eepurl.com/dhF98v
https://us17.campaign-archive.com/home/?u=ca8b9c48b493c3309d09fc477&id=5469bf727b
http://eepurl.com/dhF98v
https://us17.campaign-archive.com/home/?u=ca8b9c48b493c3309d09fc477&id=5469bf727b
javascript:;
javascript:;
javascript:;

