31st Annual Southwest Invasive Plant Short Course
ENR2 on the University of Arizona Campus:
1064 E Lowell Street, Tucson, AZ 85721
August 19 – 20 2026
 
Wednesday, August 19th: Registration from 7:30 – 8:30am
8:30 to 8:45 am      	Overview and Welcome (Drs. Leslie Beck and Elise Gornish - organizers)
8:45 to 9:30 am      	Introduction: Noxious vs. Invasive Weeds, Dr. Leslie Beck, NMSU
9:30 to 9:45 am      	Break: Split into different tracks for talks
 
	 
	TRACK I
	TRACK II

	9:45 to 10:45 am
	Principles of herbicides (Dr. Leslie Beck, NMSU)
	Common invasive species of AZ and why they’re harmful (Mary Chisolm, Desert Botanical Garden)

	10:45 to 11:45 am
	Controlling invasives for wildlife (Tony Figueroa, Tucson Bird Alliance)
	Restoration practices for invasive grasses (Dr. Elise Gornish, UA)

	12:00 to 1:00 pm
	LUNCH

	1:00 to 2:00 pm
	Policy options to support invasive plant management (Dr. Elizabeth Baldwin, UA)
	Fountaingrass and Buffelgrass removal and engaging volunteers (Mary Fastiggi, McDowell Sonoran Conservancy)

	2:00 to 3:00 pm
	Border wall impacts on invasives (Jack Dash, Tohono Chul)
	Restoring rivers by removing Arundo  (Jace Lankow, Watershed Management Group)

	3:00 to 3:15 pm
	BREAK

	3:15 to 4:15 pm
	Community Engagement in Invasive Plant Management (Ben Tully, UA Cooperative Extension)
	Classical Biological Control for the Southwestern United States (Dr. Kristen Bowers, NMSU)

	4:15 to 4:45 pm
	GROUP DISCUSSION/QUESTIONS


 

Thursday, August 20th: 9:00 am to 4:00 pm
 
	 
	TRACK I
	TRACK II

	9:00 to 10:00 am
	Detecting and mitigating non-target herbicide effects (Laura Shriver, UA)
	Biocrust, herbicides, and invasive plant management (Helen Rowe, NAU)

	10:00 to 11:00 am
	Stinknet (Doan Goolsby, UA)
	Coordinated Stinknet Control in Southern Arizona (Ellie Schertz, Pima County)

	11:00 to 11:15 am
	BREAK

	11:15 to 12:15 am
	Days of Connection: Community Conservation and Capacity Building - Leveraging co-operative stewardship and place making experiences as a foundation for strategic integrated pest management (Angelantonio Breault, Tucson Clean and Beautiful)
	Drone technology and spraying (Dr. Casey Spackman, NMSU)

	12:15 to 1:15 pm
	LUNCH

	1:15 – 2:00 pm
	Possible Drone Flying Demonstration (TBD)


2:00 to 3:00 pm     	Questions/Conference Discussion/Issuing CEUs/Adjourn 
Registration/Information: https://extension.arizona.edu/programs/invasive-plant-short-course
 
 
 

