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Preferred Botanical 
Name

Preferred Common Name Link to Plant Information

Euphorbia polygona African Milk Barrel
https://www.llifle.com/Encyclopedia/SUCCULENTS/Family/E
uphorbiaceae/21536/Euphorbia_polygona

Leuchtenbergia principis Agave Cactus
https://www.llifle.net/Encyclopedia/CACTI/Family/Cactaceae/
12924/Leuchtenbergia_principis

Echinopsis terscheckii Argentine saguaro https://apps.cals.arizona.edu/arboretum/taxon.aspx?id=831

Echinopsis terscheckii Argentine Saguaro, Crested https://apps.cals.arizona.edu/arboretum/taxon.aspx?id=831

Asparagus densiflorous 
'Sprengeri'

Asparagus Fern
https://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/PlantFinder/PlantFi
nderDetails.aspx?taxonid=241942&isprofile=0&

Salvia greggii Autumn Sage https://www.wildflower.org/plants/result.php?id_plant=sagr4

Parodia magnifica Balloon Cactus https://www.gardenia.net/plant/parodia-magnifica  

Opuntia basilaris Beavertail Prickly Pear https://www.wildflower.org/plants/result.php?id_plant=opba2 

Bidens Beggartick
https://plantura.garden/uk/flowers-perennials/bidens/bidens-
overview

Echinopsis 'Betty's Gold' 
(Trichocereus)

Betty's Gold Echinopsis (Trichocereus)https://davesgarden.com/guides/pf/go/102991

Mammillaria decipiens 
subsp. camptotricha

Bird's nest cactus
https://www.llifle.com/Encyclopedia/CACTI/Family/Cactaceae
/14441/Mammillaria_camptotricha

Astrophytum ornatum Bishop's Cap Cactus
http://www.llifle.com/Encyclopedia/CACTI/Family/Cactaceae/
3660/Astrophytum_ornatum

Ficus carica Black Mission Fig
https://cales.arizona.edu/yavapai/anr/hort/byg/archive/growingfigs.h
tml

Leucophyllum 
zygophyllum 'Cimarron'

Blue Ranger
https://www.chandler.watersavingplants.com/eplant.php?pla
ntnum=35771&return=l4

Stenocactus crispatus Brain Cactus
https://llifle.com/Encyclopedia/CACTI/Family/Cactaceae/344
3/Stenocactus_crispatus

Mammillaria spinosissima 
subsp. pilcayensis

Bristle Brush
https://garden.org/plants/view/142218/Bristle-Brush-
Mammillaria-spinosissima-subsp-pilcayensis/

Jatropha cathartica Buddah's Belly
https://www.llifle.com/Encyclopedia/SUCCULENTS/Family/E
uphorbiaceae/11601/Jatropha_cathartica

Euphorbia antisyphilitica Candelilla https://apps.cals.arizona.edu/arboretum/taxon.aspx?id=916

Aloe 'Christmas Carol' Christmas Carol Aloe
https://worldofsucculents.com/aloe-christmas-
carol/#google_vignette
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Justicia californica Chuparosa https://apps.cals.arizona.edu/arboretum/taxon.aspx?id=934

Cleistocactus ritteri Cleistocactus ritteri
https://www.llifle.com/Encyclopedia/CACTI/Family/Cactaceae
/6924/Cleistocactus_ritteri

Salvia clevelandii Cleveland Sage https://apps.cals.arizona.edu/arboretum/taxon.aspx?id=1003

Opuntia aciculata Cowboy Red Whiskers
https://www.llifle.com/Encyclopedia/CACTI/Family/Cactaceae/1991
6/Opuntia_aciculata

Echinocactus grusonii f. 
cristatus

Crested Golden Barrel Cactus
https://www.llifle.com/Encyclopedia/CACTI/Family/Cactaceae
/3353/Echinocactus_grusonii_f._cristatus

Chrysactinia mexicana Damianita https://www.wildflower.org/plants/result.php?id_plant=chme3

Phacelia campanularia Desert Bluebells
https://www.wildflower.org/plants/result.php?id_plant=PHCA
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Cylindropuntia leptocaulis Desert Christmas Cactus https://www.wildflower.org/plants/result.php?id_plant=cyle8

Cylindropuntia leptocaulis Desert Christmas Cactus https://www.wildflower.org/plants/result.php?id_plant=cyle8

Baileya multiradiata Desert Marigold https://www.wildflower.org/plants/result.php?id_plant=bamu

Adenium hybrid Desert Rose Adenium https://plants.ces.ncsu.edu/plants/adenium/

Dasylirion wheeleri Desert Spoon https://apps.cals.arizona.edu/arboretum/taxon.aspx?id=99

Centaurea cineraria Dusty Miller https://plantlust.com/plants/35170/centaurea-cineraria/

Nandina domestica 'Fire 
Power'

Dwarf Heavenly Bamboo
https://plants.ces.ncsu.edu/plants/nandina-domestica-fire-
power/

Callistemon citrinus 'Little 
John'

Dwarf 'Little John' Bottlebrush
https://waterwisegardenplanner.org/plants/callistemon-little-
john/

Punica granatum var. 
nana

Dwarf Pomegranate
https://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/PlantFinder/PlantFi
nderDetails.aspx?taxonid=256850&isprofile=0&

Rosa 'Easy Does It' Easy Does It Rose https://www.gardenia.net/plant/rosa-easy-does-it

Hesperaloe parviflora False/Red Hesperaloe https://www.npsot.org/posts/native-plant/hesperaloe-parviflora/

Mammillaria plumosa Feather Cactus
https://www.llifle.com/Encyclopedia/CACTI/Family/Cactaceae
/9350/Mammillaria_plumosa

Ferocactus gracilis Fire Barrel Cactus 
http://www.llifle.net/Encyclopedia/CACTI/Family/Cactaceae/1
1980/Ferocactus_gracilis
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Thelocactus bicolor Glory of Texas
https://www.llifle.com/Encyclopedia/CACTI/Family/Cactaceae
/3420/Thelocactus_bicolor

Astrophytum capricorne Goat's Horns Cactus
http://www.llifle.com/Encyclopedia/CACTI/Family/Cactaceae/
3564/Astrophytum_capricorne

Tagetes 'Gold Medal' Gold Medal Mexican Marigold https://www.shootgardening.com/plants/tagetes-gold-medal

Echinocactus grusonii Golden Barrel Cactus https://apps.cals.arizona.edu/arboretum/taxon.aspx?id=833

Salvia microphylla `Hot 
Lips`

Hot Lips Salvia https://plants.ces.ncsu.edu/plants/salvia-microphylla/

Pittosporum tobira 
'Variegatum'

Japanese Pittosporum
https://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/PlantFinder/PlantFi
nderDetails.aspx?taxonid=267346&isprofile=0&pt=2

Agave nickelsiae
King Ferdinand Agave

https://garden.org/plants/view/117046/King-Ferdinand-Agave-
Agave-nickelsiae/

Echinocereus klapperi Klapper's hedgehog cactus
https://www.rhs.org.uk/plants/219159/echinocereus-
klapperi/details

Mammillaria elongata Lady Fingers
https://www.llifle.com/Encyclopedia/CACTI/Family/Cactaceae
/9106/Mammillaria_elongata

Euphorbia lomelii Lady Slipper https://www.amwua.org/plant/slipper-flower

Echinocereus 
pentalophus

Ladyfinger Cactus https://www.wildflower.org/plants/result.php?id_plant=ECPE2

Yucca grandiflora Large Flowered Yucca https://apps.cals.arizona.edu/arboretum/taxon.aspx?id=781

Jatropha cardiophylla Limberbush
https://biokic3.rc.asu.edu/seinet/ecoflora/portal/taxa/index.ph
p?tid=3451&taxauthid=1&clid=2755#

Ferocactus rectispinus Long-Spined Barrel Cactus
http://www.llifle.com/Encyclopedia/CACTI/Family/Cactaceae/
21500/Ferocactus_rectispinus

Aloe ramosissima Maiden's Quiver Tree
https://www.ruthbancroftgarden.org/plants/aloe-ramosissima-
1/

Chamaerops humilis Mediterranean Fan Palm https://plants.ces.ncsu.edu/plants/chamaerops-humilis/

Euphorbia gorgonis Medusa Head Euphorbia
https://www.llifle.com/Encyclopedia/SUCCULENTS/Family/E
uphorbiaceae/32353/Euphorbia_gorgonis

Calibanus hookeri Mexican Boulder
https://www.llifle.com/Encyclopedia/SUCCULENTS/Family/D
racaenaceae/11009/Calibanus_hookeri

Euphorbia cereiformis Milk Barrel Cactus
https://www.succulentsandsunshine.com/types-of-
succulents/euphorbia-cereiformis-milk-barrel-cactus/

Opuntia rufida f. minima Mini Cinnamon Prickly Pear
http://www.llifle.com/Encyclopedia/CACTI/Family/Cactaceae/
34667/Opuntia_rufida_f._minima
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Euphorbia resinifera Moroccan Mound
https://www.llifle.com/Encyclopedia/SUCCULENTS/Family/Euphor
biaceae/16003/Euphorbia_resinifera

Mammillaria hahniana Old Lady Pincushion
https://www.llifle.com/Encyclopedia/CACTI/Family/Cactaceae
/22358/Mammillaria_hahniana

Oreocereus celsianus Old Man of the Andes Cactus https://apps.cals.arizona.edu/arboretum/taxon.aspx?id=848

Oreocereus trollii Old Man of the Mountain
https://www.llifle.com/Encyclopedia/CACTI/Family/Cactaceae
/3392/Oreocereus_trollii

Tephrocactus articulatus 
v. papyracanthus

Paper Spine Cactus
http://www.llifle.com/Encyclopedia/CACTI/Family/Cactaceae/
7346/Tephrocactus_articulatus_var._papyracanthus

Gonialoe variegata Partridge Breast Aloe
https://www.gardenia.net/plant/gonialoe-variegata-grow-care-
guide

Rosa 'Pink Double 
Knockout'

Pink Double Knockout Rose https://www.gardenia.net/plant/rose-pink-double-knock-out

Beaucarnea recurvata Ponytail Palm https://apps.cals.arizona.edu/arboretum/taxon.aspx?id=17

Echinocereus rigidissimus 
subsp. rubispinus

Rainbow cactus
https://www.llifle.com/Encyclopedia/CACTI/Family/Cactaceae
/10575/Echinocereus_rigidissimus_var._rubispinus

Echinopsis hybrid 
(Trichocereus) 

Red Echinopsis (Trichocereus)
https://www.llifle.com/Encyclopedia/CACTI/Family/Cactaceae
/16030/Echinopsis_hybrid_(Echinopsis_group)

Mammillaria spinosissima Red Headed Irishman Cactus https://www.gardenia.net/plant/mammillaria-spinosissima

Mortonia scabrella Sand Paper Bush
https://swbiodiversity.org/seinet/taxa/index.php?taxon=1043&
clid=2635#

Opuntia basilaris x santa-
rita

Santa Rita Prickly Pear Cactus
https://aridlandswholesale.com/oscommerce/product_info.ph
p?cPath=&products_id=32887

Pyracantha coccinea Scarlett Firethorn
https://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/PlantFinder/PlantFi
nderDetails.aspx?kempercode=e940

Echinocactus grusonii var. 
subinermis

Short Spine Golden Barrel
https://www.llifle.com/Encyclopedia/CACTI/Family/Cactaceae
/3350/Echinocactus_grusonii_var._brevispinus

Cleistocactus strausii Silver Torch Cactus https://apps.cals.arizona.edu/arboretum/taxon.aspx?id=29

Mammillaria candida Snow Ball Cactus
https://www.llifle.com/Encyclopedia/CACTI/Family/Cactaceae
/9015/Mammillaria_candida

Cereus forbesii 'Spiralis' Spiraled Cereus Cactus
https://garden.org/plants/view/701299/Spiraled-Cereus-
Cereus-forbesii-Spiralis/

Agave bracteosa Squid Agave
https://elpasodesertblooms.org/eplant.php?plantnum=35940
&letter=c&return=s_p44

Russelia 'St. Elmo's Fire' St. Elmo's Fire Coral Fountain
https://garden.org/plants/view/631187/Coral-Plant-Russelia-
St-Elmos-Fire/

4



 2025 Pima Master Gardener Home Garden Tour

Spines, Prickles, Thorns, and Teeth
Garden Plant List by Common Name

Preferred Botanical 
Name

Preferred Common Name Link to Plant Information

Euphorbia royleana Sullu Spurge
http://www.llifle.net/Encyclopedia/SUCCULENTS/Family/Eup
horbiaceae/32938/Euphorbia_royleana

Echinocereus 
dasyacanthus

Texas Rainbow Cactus https://www.wildflower.org/plants/result.php?id_plant=ECDA

Agave filifera Thread-leaf Agave https://www.ruthbancroftgarden.org/plants/agave-filifera/

Lantana montevidensis Trailing Lantana
https://www.gardenia.net/plant/lantana-montevidensis-trailing-
lantana

Ambrosia deltoidea Triangle Leaf Burr Sage
http://southwestdesertflora.com/WebsiteFolders/All_Species/
Asteraceae/Ambrosia%20deltoidea,%20Triangle%20Leaf%2
0Bursage.html

Ferocactus 
hamatacanthus

Turk's Head Cactus https://www.wildflower.org/plants/result.php?id_plant=feha2

Coleus amboinicus 
'Variegatus'

Variegated Cuban Oregano
https://garden.org/plants/view/91365/Variegated-Cuban-
Oregano-Coleus-amboinicus-Variegatus/

Agave murpheyi 'Engard' Variegated Hohokum Agave https://plantmaster.com/plants/eplant.php?plantnum=26694

Agave univittata 
'Quadricolor'

Variegated Holly Quadricolor 
Agave

https://www.gardenia.net/plant/agave-univittata-quadricolor

Stenocactus multicostatus Wave Cactus
https://www.llifle.com/Encyclopedia/CACTI/Family/Cactaceae
/1730/Stenocactus_multicostatus

Rosa banksiae alba-plena White Lady Banks' Rose https://waterwisegardeningsb.org/eplant.php?plantnum=3354&retur
n=l13

Agave americana var. 
mediopicta 'Alba'

White Striped Century Plant
https://waterwisegardenplanner.org/plants/agave-americana-
mediopicta-alba/

Austrocylindropuntia 
pereskiopsis porteri 
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