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DEER AND RABBIT RESISTANT PLANTS
Jeff Schalau

Although deer and rabbits are entertaining to watch, they
can also do considerable damage to landscape and garden
plants. Diets of these animals will change with wild food
availability and yearly rainfall and temperature variations.
Certain plants are sometimes more desirable when they
are young and/or well fertilized. It is difficult to predict
what deer and rabbits may find attractive from year to year,
but this list suggests some plant species which seem to be

less palatable. This list was compiled from observations
made by gardeners, landscapers, and nursery personnel in
North Central Arizona. There are some products and home
remedies that purport to repel and/or discourage these
herbivores, but the surest solution to prevent herbivory
is to exclude wildlife from your garden using properly
designed fences.

Trees Shrubs
Common Name Botanical N\ame ~~ Common Name Botanical Name
BT Abies spp.  Glossy Abelia ... Abelia grandiflora
Vine Apple ... Acer circinatum ~ Manzanita........ooooooevvniiiniiinins Arctostaphylos spp.
Japanese Maple........c.oewneeneueeeneeeneeereneennenns Acer palmatum gzﬁﬁfy """""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""" M;;Z;gi%;s
élk()ilma .................................................................... zéll;zzza SPP- Butter 1 BUsh oo Buddleia spp.
CAAT s CATUS SPP: BOXWOO evvvveovoovovvovevevsssseeseeeeeeeeeeeesessesssssesssssesssss Buxus spp.
HaCKDeITY ..o Celtis spp. g QITY DUSEET <.ooveeoeee oo Calliandra spp.
Redbud ......cccooviiiii Cercis spp. Flowering QUince. ...............ccoooervvvvvesssrrreee Chaenomeles spp.
Hawthorn .......cccccevviiiiiiiiiiicccic, Crataegus spp. Littleleaf Cordia......coovverevvereerereerereereeereeenne. Cordia parvifolia
CYPIess c.cvvemeveeiiieictciseecce e Cupressus spp. Cotoneaster ..........ccovveeeveiinieicciincce Cotoneaster spp.
A oo Fraxinus spp- Dala ...c.eveveeeeeeeeeteeeeeee e Dalea spp.
Maidenhair TEE oo Ginkgo biloba Da}phne .................................................................. Daphne Spp-
Magnolia........ccccoeueuriviiiiiiiiiiiis Magnolia spp. Br 1tt1ebgsh """""""""""""""""""""""""""" o Ence]zaf armosa
SPTUCE ..o Picea spp. Turpentine BUsh .....vovovsvsvsvsvsve Erzcarmfzrla laricifolia
P . PP Buckwheat........ccccoovviviiiiviiiii Eriogonum spp.
PINe..ooeiiiiciic Pinus spp. FHOILY oo llex spp.
Douglas Fir ..., Pseudotsuga menziesii JOJODA. ... Simmondsia chinensis
OakK .o QUETCUS SPP- JUNEPET wvevvverrerneireereriseesseeseesssesssesssessessssessnees Juniperus spp.
Texas Mountain Laurel...................c....... Sophora Secundiflora  CRUPATOSA ......cccceueveuriiiieiriiicicen, Justicia californica
Kerria Japonica .......c.cccoeveveeieiiieieeecee Kerria japonica
Lantana ... Lantana spp.
Lavender.........ccccoooveceieiiceeieccccees Lavandula spp.
Leucophyllum..........cccceeuviiiiiiiniciiicennes Leucophyllum spp.
Ground Covers & Vines Oregon Grape .......ccooeuvvucunicuniciniinieieseieseinens Mahonia spp.
Common Name Botanical Name Heavenly Bamboo..........cccccccceueiiiiiininnnee. Nandina domestica
Carpet Bugle ........coccuicinicinicinicicsccicces Ajuga spp. C.inquefoil ........................................................... Potentilla spp.
Dwarf Plumbago ..........cc...... Ceratostigma plumbaginoides glrethorn .......................................................... Pymcc;?lzha spp-
. . 10 0 LSOO OO us spp.
English IVY ..o, Hedera .helzlx e Ribes Sgg
Japanese SpUrge ....ooevvesvcsvcscss Pachysandra terminalis Rosemary........ccccooeeueicuciciiicciciciccnnas Rosmarinus officinalis
Virginia Creeper........oevvveeessssvne Parthenocissus SPP- - Gage "o Salvia spp.
Periwinkle .....oooooovvvviviiiiiiiiiiiins VIRCA SPP.  LAIAC...cuuriveorereeieseereeiieereesssee s Syringa spp.
Wisteria......ccoveiviininiiiicc Wisteria spp. VibUurnum ......coooeveeveeiieieeeceeeeeeeeeee e Viburnum spp.




Perennials, Bulbs, & Annuals
Common Name Botanical Name

YarrOW. ..o Achillea spp.
AGAVE ..o Agave spp.
Naked Lady.....cccccovviiinniiiiiicicinns Amaryllis belladonna
Columbine.........cccccoeviviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiice Agquilegia spp.
Pink Sea Thrift .....ccccccoeeveeirinieiciccieeeeceeeee Armeria spp.
Artemisia (Sag€) .....ccccevviririiiiiiiiicicie Artemisia spp.
ASEET o Aster spp.
False Spiraea ........ccccoeeeiviniiiiiniiiiccincccce Astilbe spp
Balsam........cccoeiiiiiniiiiiicc Impatiens spp.
Begomnia ..o Begonia spp.
Swan River Daisy ........cccocovuevcininncnnnee Brachycome iberidifolia
Serbian Bellflower ........c.ccccccccceccccccnnee Campanula spp.
Centaurea .........cccoeeeiviviciiininiiicciiccccee Centaurea spp.
SNow-in-Summer .........cccceevevevenenennes Cerastium tomentosum
COTEOPSIS...ovviiiiciiiicccc e Coreopsis spp.
CIOCUS ...ttt Crocus spp.
Dahlia......ccccooiiiiiiiiiiiiccccce Dahlia hybrids
Bleeding Heart.........ccccccovuriiiniiiiiiiiiiciee Dicentra spp.
Fleabane.........cccooviiiiiniiiiiiiiiicie, Erigeron spp.
California POPpY ...ccccveveeeeccrccucnee Eschscholzia californica
Euphorbia.......ccccoeiiiniiiiiiiiiiiicce, Euphorbia spp.
Ferns.....ccccocovvviviiiniiciinicccccccce Many Species
Blue Fescue.........cccoevueieeiiciiiciiiciennn, Festuca ovina ’Glauca’
Blanket Flower..........ccccoviiiniiiiinnns Gaillardia grandiflora
Cranesbill ........cccooeiiiiiiiiiiiiicicce, Geranium spp.
Straw Flower ..o Helichrysum bracteatum
Daylily....ccccooviiiiiiiiiiiciccc Hemerocallis spp.

Herbs (except Basil) .........ccccoceueiiiiiiiiiinnnes Many Species
Candytuft ..o Iberis spp.
IEIS o Iris spp.
Red-Hot Poker ........ccccccoevvviviniiiviiiiicine Kniphofia uvaria
Dead Nettle ........coooovmeriiicceiiiciene, Lamium maculatum
LUpine...c.cuoveveieicieieieiciciciccccc Lupinus spp.
Crown-Pink.......ccccocevvvvnniniiiiicnn, Lychnis coronaria
Blackfoot Daisy.........c.cccoevruerennnes Melampodium leucanthum
Bee Balm ..o Monarda spp.
Forget-Me-Not........ccoeevriricniireiccnnnn, Myosotis scorpioides
Daffodil.......ccccceviviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiccc Narcissus hybrids
CatNiP .o Nepeta spp.
Oregano ... Origanum spp.
Oriental POPPY ..cccvvvvvvviviviiiiiiiiiiiniiccicicccae Papaver spp.
Beard Tongue.........ccccoeuevvecereieicceieccnens Penstemon spp.
Mo08S PiNK ...covviiicieiicccicccc Phlox subulata
Gloriosa Daisy ........cccccevuvivviiiiinninniiiiene, Rudbeckia hirta
Santolina.........ccocevverieieiicee Santolina spp.
SaXIfrage .....ccovueveveiiecieee Saxifraga spp.
Pincushion FIOWer ..........ccccocoovveiciiiiiicciennes Scabiosa spp.
Squill (Bluebell) ........ccccceeieiiiiiiiciiiiiiiciiciiiciciciees Scilla spp.
Lamb’s Ears .......ccccccceueeieiviiiiiciciciiicicices Stachys byzantina
Feather Grass .........cccocoeeveivimueieieicceeccccee Stipa spp.
Thyme .....coovieiiccc Thymus spp.
Verbena.......cccceciiiciciiiiiiciiccccccce Verbena spp.
Speedwell .......ccccccuiiiiiiiiiiiiiiicicces Veronica spp.
Sweet Violet........ooovreeiiiiiiccc, Viola odorata
California Fuchsia .........ccccoceeuvirunnnnne Zauschneria californica
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