THE UNIVERSITY OF ARIZONA

Cooperative Extension

@ | Urban & Small Agriculture Production

The Service Eligibility Partners (SEP) grant program is aimed to help local growers
participate in the “Service Incubator” series build the capacity needed in their business plans,
and operations to become eligible for USDA-FSA and NRCS services and programs.

Funding and Duration:

Total funding available for 2024 is $20,000 (to be repeated in 2025, 2026 and 2027 for a total
funding of $80,000).

2-4 awards of $5,000-$10,000 will be made in year one of this program.
8-16 awards will be made over the four years of the program.

Funds will be advanced to recipients but will require budget reporting with documentation of
funds spent, with penalties for any misuse of funds.

Commitment:

e All work for this grant must be completed within 12 months after executing the official
Grant Agreement with the The University of Arizona Urban Agriculture Production,
Small-Scale, and Beginning Farmer Program. Grant recipients must agree to the terms
required by the federal government and sign a Grant Agreement.

e All businesses must be registered with Arizona Department of Revenue prior to applying.
See application information here.

e Willingness to participate in the Service Incubator Series in Maricopa County.

Deadline:
Completed applications and proposals are due no later than July 15, 5pm 2024.

Eligibility Requirements:
e Actively farming/ranching, or starting an operation. Goods are being produced for
distribution, not for personal consumption.
Farm/ranch in Maricopa County limits
Have no more than 5 employees
Operation is under 50 acres in size or under $25,000 in annual revenue.



https://azdor.gov/business

Have not received prior FSA or NRCS funding in the past 10 years.
Have an initial business plan draft.
Priority will be given to Historically Underserved Producers by USDA definition.

Desired Projects include:

Professional development in operating an agricultural business

Enhancing financial literacy for FSA and NRCS programs

Implementing or enhancing record keeping on operation

Incorporation of an operation

Translation services

And/or other needs producers identify and justify to increase their eligibility for FSA and
NRCS programs and services.

Criteria:

Proposals will be evaluated through the following:

Project plan

Project plan must include one or more of the desired project characteristics detailed in
the previous section.

Project plan must clearly demonstrate how project works toward eligibility in NRCS and
FSA programming

Project plan must outline how project will be completed within 12 months.
Project Budget

Budget is clear and presented as requested.

Refer to below project budget details under Proposal Instructions section.
Qualifications and experience of applicant(s)

Please outline qualifications and prior experiences of each food system entity and team
members.

Please outline any prior participation in UArizona Urban Agriculture Production, Small-
Scale, and Beginning Farmer events.

Proposal Instructions:

Grant applicants must attach a project proposal as part of this application process.

At a minimum, applicant proposals should include:

Project plan
Project summary

Project timeline


https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/getting-assistance/underserved-farmers-ranchers

e Eligible Costs and Project budget:

- Equipment

- Supplies

- Contractual Services

- Consultant (professional services)

- Training and Education

- Administrative costs

- Miscellaneous costs

- Other costs
e Qualifications and experience of applicant(s)
e Outline prior experience of individual(s).

e Proposals cannot exceed three pages excluding attachments

Apply now via the QR Code or link below:
https://forms.gle/KmTfSkDiwnAPJaeY6

“In accordance with Federal law and U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) civil rights
regulations and policies, this institution is prohibited from discriminating on the basis of race,


https://forms.gle/KmTfSkDiwnAPJaeY6

color, national origin, sex, age, disability, and reprisal or retaliation for prior civil rights activity.
(Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.)

Program information may be made available in languages other than English. Persons with
disabilities who require alternative means of communication for program information (e.g.,
Braille, large print, audiotape, and American Sign Language) should contact the responsible
State or local Agency that administers the program or USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-
2600 (voice and TTY) or contact USDA through the Federal Relay Service at (800) 877-8339.

To file a program discrimination complaint, a complainant should complete a Form AD-3027,
USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form, which can be obtained online, at
www.usda.gov/sites/default/files/documents/usda-programdiscrimination-complaint-form. pdf,
from any USDA office, by calling (866) 632-9992, or by writing a letter addressed to USDA. The
letter must contain the complainant’s name, address, telephone number, and a written
description of the alleged discriminatory action in sufficient detail to inform the Assistant
Secretary for Civil Rights (ASCR) about the nature and date of an alleged civil rights violation.
The completed AD-3027 form or letter must be submitted to USDA by: mail: U.S. Department of
Agriculture Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights 1400 Independence Avenue, SW
Washington, D.C. 20250-9410; or fax: (833) 256-1665 or (202) 690-7442; email:
program.intake@usda.gov.

This institution is an equal opportunity provider.



